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THE EG FASO ROUTE 

~

y FAR the most important railroad in Old Mexico, not only in 
mileage operated, thorough construction and !irst•cla-ss equip· 
rnent, but also in the number of principal cities through which 

it passes, is the MEXICAN CENTRAL. 
J,ea.ving El Paso, Texas, at an altitude of 3,700 feet above sea-level, 

the train crosses the Rio Grande to JUAREZ CITY, MEXICO, where 
a stop of an hour is made at the handsome, picturesque station of 
the Mexican Central Railway, for the purpose of havlng baggag·e 
examined by the Mexican customs officials, an(l also obtaining a good 
supper at the first-class restaurant in the station. 

From JuaJ"ez City, the traiu, after a~.cending from the Rio Grande 
valley, passes through a line stock.raising country, arriving at Chi­
hualnm tl!e following morning in time for breakfast. 

CHIHUAHUA, capital of the State of same name, is a beautiful 
city of 25,000 inhabitants, inclurling a large American contingent 
successfully engaged in busines:o. Among the many objec,ts of 
interest lierc are the Cathedral, an edifice of great architectural 
beauty, costing upwards of $800,000, raised by a special tax upon the 
product of the famous S:...:,ta Enl:tlia silver mines, distant about 
fifteen miles south of t ' ,e ci, t \•· fine causeways, one leading to 
the Chapel of Guadt, ai1<l t • u her to the swimming baths; an 
aqueduct built upwai ~ of twc. 1cmdred ancl twenty years ago, and 
a branch of the Mexican m; .':his eity is noted a.s the phce where 
Hidalgo, the "Father of l . Independence," ,vas shot on July 
30, 1811. J,eavingChil1m1h-i,., ~ ~mountain" !-]Coronel" i,; seen on 
the right, ancl the train is soon passing through the valleys of tho 
San Pedro and Concho rivers, arriving a little before noon at 

SANTA ROSALIA, farn.ous for its hot springs, which, in wonderful 
curative properties, are claimed by those who have nsed the waters 
to excel any known spring,s in America. Remarkable cures have 
been eHectecl hy these ·waters, especially in cases of inflammatory 
rheumatism and bloocl diseases. The next point of interest is 

JIMENEZ, the dinner station. This is a city of about 8,000 inhab• 
itants, and 1s the shipping point for the rleh silver rntnes of Parral, 
some fifty miles west, with which it is connected by a daily stage line. 

ESCALON, 417 miles sonth of El Paso, ls the junction point with 
the Mexican Northeru llailway, running to the great mining district 
of Sierra Mojada, seventy.eight miles ea.st, where one of the largest 
carbonato camps in the world is located. 

LERDO, a thriving city of about 10,000 inhabitants, is situated in 
the "Laguna Country,'' noted as the finest cotton producing district 
in the Republic. Upwards of 50,000 bales of cotton are shipped 
annually from here to the manufacturing points in :i\Iexico. Just 
after leaving Lerdo the Nazas R.iver is crossed on a !ine iron bridge, 
and in a fev,r minutes the train is at 

TORREON, the junction point of the :Mexican International Rail­
road with the l\Iexican Central Railway. This is also a meal station 
where supper is taken going south, and breakfast coming north. 
Early on tho following morning after leaving Torreon 

FRESNILLO, an old miuing town of some 20,000 inhabitants is 
passed, and the train arrives at 

CALERA, where breakfast is taken by sonth•bound and supper by 

MEXJCP. -t-(1 
' cENTRAkJ 
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EL PASO AND THE CITY OF MEXICO 
MAIN LIN!;;:. 

TRAIN TR.A.IN KU,O• STATIONS. TRAIN 'l'RAIN 
No. 54. No.52. >IJ:.<11~$ 

DU.ES No.5t. No.53. 
5.15 pm ...... Lv ...... El'Paso ...... Ar ,0 7.55am 
5.25 pm 1970.3 Ar }"'Ciudad Juarez{ Lv .0 7 .45 am 
6.30pm Ly Ar 7 .oo am 
8.10 pm 1922.2 Ar .... Samalayuea .... Ar 29.9 5.25am 

10.30 pm 1851.2 Ar ..... San Jose ..... Ar 73.2 3.05 am 
11.15 pm 1828.4 Ar ...... Carmen ...... Ar 88.2 2.17 am 
11.40pm 1817 .1 Ar .... Ojo Caliente .... Ar 95.2 1.53am. 
12.40 pm 1790.5 Ar .... 1t'Iontezuma .... Ar 111.8 1.00am 
2.45 am 1746.l Ar ...... Gallego ...... Ar 139.3 11.42 pm 
3.56am 1705.5 Ar ...... Lagu.na ...... Ar 164.5 10.20 pm 
4.46 am 1678.2 Ar ..... Encmrllas ..... Ar 181.5 9.34 pm 
5.23 am 165.S.3 Ar ........ Sauz ......... Ar 193.8 9.00 pm 
5.41 am 1648.6 Ar ...... Terrazas ..... Ar 8.43 pm 
7 .00 am 1608.5 Art *Ch.I , h ~ Lv 224. 7 7.30 pm ---7 .45 am lGOS.5 Lv .. 1 ma ua.. Ar 224. 7 6.45 pm .. 
8.15am 1585.6 Ar ...... l\Iapula ...... Ar 239.0 6.10pm .. 
8.45am 1563.2 Ar .... Horcasitas Ar 253.0 5.35 pm ---B.42 am 1521.5 Ar ........ Ortiz ....... Ar 278.9 4.33pm ......... 
D.54 am 1514.2 Ar .... Las J)elicias .... Ar 283.4 4.20 pm 

11.05am 1462.1 Ar ...... La Cruz ...... Ar 315.8 3.23 p_m . 
11.30am 1446. l Ar ... Santa Rosalia ... Ar 325 . 7 2.56 pw 
12.30 pm 1411.2 Ar ........ Diaz ........ Ar 347.4 2.15pm 
1.30 pm 1373.3 Ar} *J. \ Lv 371.0 1.30 pm 
2.00 pm 1373.3 Lv . . . nnenez .... ! Ar 371.0 1.00pm 
2.18pm 1358.6 Ar ...... Dolores ...... Ar 380.1 12.37 pm 
2.40 pm 1339.2 Ar ..... Corralitos. . Ar 392.2 12.07 pm 
3.30pm i299.8 Ar ...... Escalon .. Ar 416. 7 11.07 am . . . . . . . . . 
4.27 pm 1247.8 Ar ....... Yermo ..... Ar 44/Ul D.55am ......... 
4.50 pm 1225.1 Ar ...... Cone;os.. .. Ar 463.5 9.30 am ......... 
5.45 pm 1178.9 Ar ...... Mag mf.. .... Ar 491.8 8.35am 
6.10pm l158.9 Ar ........ .Noe ........ Ar 504.2 8.12 am ......... 
6.32 pm 1141.'2 Ar ....... Lerdo ....... Ar 515.2 7.40 am -- ..... 
6.45 pm 1136.0 A,- f •T i Lv 518.2 7 .30 am ........ 
7.15 pm 1136.0 Lv .. . orreon.. .. Ar 518.2 7 .oo am 
8.15pm 1094.4 Ar ..... Picardias ..... Ar 544.3 5.58 am 
8.36 pm 1080 .1 Ar ...... Jalisco ...... Ar 553.2 5.37 am ......... 
9.00 pm 106.5. 7 Ar ...... J!mulco ...... Ar 562.1 5.00 am ......... 

U.0'2 pm 1005.3 Ar .... La Maneha .... Ar 599.G 3.12am ......... 
11.42 pm 981.3 Ar ....... Symon ....... Ar 614.6 2.30 am ........ 
12.22 am 958.1 Ar .... San Isidoro .... Ar 629.0 1.49 am 
1.00 am 9,36.2 Ar. . Camacho ...... Ar 642.6 1.10am ......... 
1.48 am 914.8 Ar ..... Gonzalez .. .- .. Ar 655.9 12.25 am ......... 
2.24 am 895.1 Ar ...... Guzm:1n, ..... Ar 668.l 11.51 pm ......... 
3.00 am 876.1 Ar. ..... Pacheco ... .. Ar 680.0 11.18 pm . 
4.52 am 816.1 Ar ...... Cafiitas ... Ar 717 .2 9.3.3 pm 
5.35am 794.0 Ar •..... Gutierrez ..... Ar 730.9 8.57 pm 
6.34 am 763.5 Ar ...... Fresnillo ..... Ar 74D. 7 8.03 pm . 
7.30am 735.5 A,-f 'CI 1Lv 767 .1 7 .15 pm 
8.00 am 735.5 Lv .... a era..... Ar 767 .7 6.45 pm 
9.05am 705.9 Ar ..... Zacatecas ..... Ar 785.5 5.45 pm 
9.30am 696.0 !~:::: l~~?~~~Wi1:::: !~ 791.6 5.15pm 

to.45 am 669.1 3.5,5 pm 
11.08am G44.2 Ar ...... Soledad ...... Ar 823.8 3.25pm 
11.36am 623 7 Ar. Rincon de Romos .Ar 836.5 2.55 pm .. 
12 11 pm 599,4 Ar ..... Chlcalote ..... Ar 2.21 pm 
L2.30 pm 585.1 Ar} *Aguas JLv 860.5 2.00 pm 
1.15pm 585.1 Lv ... Calientes ... I Ar 860.5 1.15 pm 
1.48 pm 563 6 Ar ..... Pefluelas ...... Ar 873.9 12.45 pm 
2.28 pm 537.2 Ar ... Encarnacion ... Ar 890.3 12.10 pm 
3.50 pm 495. 8 Ar. .... Los Salas ..... Ar 916.0 11.17 am 
4.20 pm 474. 9Ar ....... Lafios ....... Ar 929.0 10.38 am ......... 
4 5D pm 447. 6 Ar ...... Pe( rito ...... Ar 946.0 9.53 am ......... 
5.22 pm 432. 2 Ar ..... Francisco ..... Ar 955.6 9.30 am . . . . . . . . . 

6.30 am 5.46 pm 4Hi. 8Ar ........ Leon ....... Ar 965. 7 9.06 am 7 .30 pm 
6.50 am 6.10pm 401. 6Ar ....• Triniclad ...... Ar 974.3 8.45 am 7.12 pm 
7.15am 6.45 pm 'lll2. 6Ar} *Sil 1Lv 986.4 8 15am 6.45,pm 
7.45am 7 .15 pm 382. 6Lv .... ao ..... Ar 986.4 7.45am 6.15 pm 
8.05 am 7 .35 pm 369. 4 Ar ..... Vjllalobos ..... Ar 994.6 7.25am 5.55 pm 
8.30 am 8.00 pm 352 8 Ar ..... Irapuat.o ..... A r 1004.9 7.00am 5.30 pm 
9.01 am 8.31 pm 3.~2. 5 Ar .... Salamanca .... A r1017.5 6.24 am 4.54 pm 
9.34 am 9.04 m 309.7 A1· ....... Gu.a~ ... Lv1031.4 5.51 am 4 21 pm 
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north-botmd passengers. After partaking of tho good breakfast 
served in the new eating house at this station, the traveler will be 
prepared to appreciate and enjoy the views and bracing air as the 
train winds up and around the mountains,reaching an altitude of 8,044 
feet above sea•level as it approaches 

ZACATECAS, 785 miles from El Paso, a city of 75,000 people, capi• 
ta\ of the State of the same name, and justly celebrated for its enor• 
mons output of silver. Its first mine was discovered in Septemb.er, 
1546, and on July 1, 1818, it was estimakcl that the total output of the 
mines since their first diScovery aggregated the sum of $667,343,219. 
In addition to its mines, ,vhich still continue producing immense 
quantities of ore, Zacateca.s offers to the tourist a great many attrac• 
tions, among which arc its flue public buildings and churches, ala­
meda, main lllaza, mint, and a nC\V market house costing $300,000. 
A most lnteresting trip may be taken by tramway cars to Guadalupe, 
noted for its splendid church, in which can be seen a great number 
of very fine paintings awl frescoes. Leaving Zacatecas, a magnificent 
view of the city below can be had as the train winds arouud the side 

of the mountain, passing directly over some of the mines as the road 
descends into and passes through the cultivated valleys for a long 
distance. 

AGUAS CALIENTES, the dinner station, a very attractive city of 
40,000 inhabitants, noted for its hot springs, well•appointed bath• 
houses and healthful climate. The hot springs are uoted for their 
curativo properties, and are visited annually by the healthy, as well as 
invalids, from all parts of the Republic to enjoy tho benefLts of the 
baths, as well as the even temperature aml salubrious climate of tho 
locality. Ono of tho most colcbratetl and largely attended fairs of 
the Republic, the Feast of San Marcos, is held at Aguas Calientes 
in the month of April each year, when thousarnls of people, the 
wealthiest to the poorest, from all parts of the country, throug the 
streets and plazas of this old and beautiful city. From Aguas 
Calientes a branch of the Mexican Central extewi to .Tampico on 
the Gulf of 1\-Texico, passing en route through Sal1m-1.s, noted for its 
extensive salt works, and San Luis Potosi, capital of the State of the 
same name. 

SAN LU IS POTOSI, with a population of 60,000 people, is one of 
the most important business centers in the Republic. Situated in a 
very fertile va.Jley, smrounded by mountains rich in mineral wealth, 
it is the principal distributing point for a large section of northern 
Mexico. Recognizing its commercial advantages, the "Compani:1 
Metalurgica Mexicana" have established here the largest and most 
complete Smelting Plant and Reduct.ion Works in the Republic. 

From San Luis Potosi to Tampico the tourist is afforded one of 

,. --- --- -- - - - - ... 
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EL PASO AND THE CITY OF MEXICO 

TRAIN TRAIN 
No. 54, No. 52. 
10.01 am 9.31 pm 
10.04 am 9.34 pm 
10.21 am 9.51 pm 
10.43am 10.13pm 
11.00am 10.30pm 
11.10am 10.40pm 
11.52 am 11.22 pm 
12.30 pm 12.00 am 
1.00 pm 12. 15 am 
1.54 pm 1.35 am 
2.10pm 1.56am 
2.35pm 2.30am 
2.51pm 2.49am 
3.07pm 3.0Clam 
3.57pm 4.04am 
4.18pm 4.28am 
4.47 pm 6.00 am 
5.14pm 5.32am 
5.30 pm 5.50am 
5.44 pm 6.05 am 
5.54 pm 6.16 am 
6.30 pm 7 .00 am 

MAIN LINE.-CONTlNUED. 

STATIO)l'S. MIU!S 

291.5 Ar ....... Celaya ....... Ar 1042.8 
289.6 Ar:.Ce).aya Junction ,Ar ..... 
278.5 Ar. .. Apaseo ..... Ar 1051.0 
264.oAr .Mariscala ..... Ar1060.1 
245.5 Ar Queretaro •.. ' .. Ar 1071.5 
240.5 Ar . Hercules ..... Ar 1074.3 
216.1 Ar ..... Ahorcado ..... Ar 1089.8 
190.6 Ar l *San Juan del j LY 1105. 7 
190.6 Lv ! Rio .......... l Ar 1105. 7 
161.1 Ar ..... CazaJero ..... Ar 1124.0 
151.9 Al . Polotitlan .... Arll29.7 
l3U1Ar .... Darm ........ Arl138.4 
129.9 Ar. . ... _Nopala ...... Arl1143.4 
121.6 Ar ..... Marquez ..... Ar114S.5 
93 .. 5 Ar ... San Antonio ... Ar 1165.9 
80.0Ar ...... Tula ....... Arl174.4 
62.4 Ar ..... El Salto ...... Ar 1185.3 
46.,5 Ar .... Huelmetoca .... Ar 1195.2 
36.0 Ar .... Teoloyncan .... Ar 1201. 7 
'l:1. 7 Ar ..... Cuautitllin. Ar 1206. 9 
20.9 Ar . Lecheria. Ar 1211.1 

.0 A1 .. 1\foxico. ..Lv1224.1 

SAN LUIS DIVISION. 

'l'RAIN THAIN 
No.51. .No.53. 
5 24 am 3.54 pm 
5.18 am 3.48 pm 
5.0'2am 3.32pm 
4.41 am 3.11 pm 
4.24am 2.54pm 
4 14 am 2.44 pm 
3.38am 2.08pm 
3.00am 1.30pm 
2.45 am 1.00 pm 
1.35 am 12.10 pm 
1.15am 1154am 

12.46 am 11.32 am 
12.25am 11.18am 
12.06am 11.04am 
11.15 pm 10.12 am 
10 50pm 9.50am 
10.lf:i pm 9.21 am 
9.46pm 8.52am 
9. 27 pm 8.34 am 
9.12pm 8.20am 
9.00 pm 8.0Cl am 
8.15pm 730am 

TRAIN EJLO I STATIONS. UILl!S. , ·1·RA1~ 
No. 15. ><ETERS .,_N=o,. 

0
lc6·+---

-.--. 1 45 pm --0

1

LY. Aguas Callentes. Ar 415.0112.45 pm ........ . 
.. . 2.08pm 143Ar .Clucalote .. Ar 406.1 12.21pm ........ . 
. , 3 04om 50 8Ar . San Gil Ar 383 4 11.28am ........ . 

. 3.18om 590Ar .Sau.Marcos .Ar 378.3 1-1.15am ....... . 
3.55 pm 82.8 Ar ..... La Honda ..... Ar 363 5 10.39am. 
4.12pm 93.8Ar .... Penon Blanco ... Ar 356.7 10.22am .. 
4 35pm 110.oAr ...... Sallnas ...... Ar 346.7 9.59am ... 
5.16pm 137.1 Ar .. Espilitu Santo .. Ar 329.8 9.17am .... . 
6.21 pm 178.6Ar ....... Arenal ...... Ar 304.0 8.lOam ....... . 
6.38pm t89.6Ar ..... Ahualulco ..... Ar 297.2 7.50am ..... . . .. 
7.08pm 211.4Ar. ... Estanzuela ..... Ar 283.6 7.20am ... 
7.30pm 224.7Ac .. SanLuisPotosi..Lv 275.3 7.00am .. 

--- No.25. -- No.26. ---
• ........ +630am 224.7Lv. SanLuisPotosi .. Ar 275 .. 3 10.00pm ...... . 

7.14am 255.5Ar ..... LaTinaja ..... Ar 256.2 9.16pm ........ . 
8.10am 284.2IAr ...... Peqtillos ..... Ar 238.2 8.20om ..... . 
8.25am 291.7Ar ....... Silos ....... Ar 233.7 8.05pm ....... . 
8.42 am 300 3 Ar ....... Villar ....... Ar 228.3 7 .48 pm .. . 
9.58am 327.2Ar ...... Cerritos ...... Ar 211.6 6.32pm. 

11.10am 375.7Ar .... La.sTablas .... Ar 181.5 5.20pm •.... 
12.00n'n 413.2Al'( "'C ·cl ! Lv 158.2 4.30pm .. 
12.30pm 4l3.2LV.\" ai enas ... /Ar 158.2 4.15pm .. 
1.00pm 427.lAr ..... La Labor ..... Ar 149 6 3.36pm. 
1.30pm 436.1IAr .... Las Canoas .... Ar 144.0 3.15pm. 
2.53pm 462.8Ar ..... Tamasopo ..... Ar 127.6 l.52pm .. 
3.30pm 479.6·Ar! ·*Ra J Lv 116.9 1.15pm. 
3.45pm 479.6Lvf·"· scon .... /Ar 116.9 12.45pm. 
4.22pm 494.7Ar ... LasCrucitas .... Ar 107.6 12.08pm .. 
4.46pm 504.2Ar ....... l\licos ...... Ar 101.7 11.44am .. 
5.48pm 528.7Ar ....... Valles ....... Ar 86.5 10.42am .. 
6.57pm 554.9Ar .... La.sPalmas .... Ar 70.3 9.33am .. 
9.40pm 655.2Ar ....... Tamos ....... Ar 8.1 6.50am ... 

10.00pm 668.3Ar .... Tampico ...... Lv ().0§ 6.30am ... 

TRA>N I TRA>N I No.13, No.11. 
7.15pm 8.15am 
8.00pm 9 OOam 

B Street 'wa 

CUANAJUATO BRANCH. 

""~ I STATIONS. I m•· 1 TRA'N I T!<A>N ·=- --=~---T ME~El!s No.12. J',;o.14. 
.oLv ........ Silao ....... Ar-23.3 7.15aml ti.15pm 

11.8Ar ....... l\Iarfll. ...... Ar 5.0 6.30am 5.30pm 
14.9 Ar .... Guana·uato .... Lv .o B Street R'wav 
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the most delightful and interesting trips on this continent., Leavi.ng 
San Luis Potosi at 6.30 in the morning, passengers arrive at the meal 
station of Cardeuas at 12 o'clock noon, in time for dinner, having 
meanwhile descended about 2,000 feet since leaving San Luis rotosi. 

~'rom San Luis Potosi, at an altitude of 6,118 feet above sea. level, 
the plain gradually slopes by a series of terrnces cut through here 
and there Uy canons giving passage for the ·water.eourses descending 
from the table-lands to the sea. Through one of these openings the 
trafn rapidly descends into and through the wild San Ysidro Valley, 
the mountain sides of which are densely wooded, and remind one of 
the nerkshire Hills or the Alleghenies. Soon after leaving Cardenas 
the road dtlscencls ahruptly into the pleasant Valley of Oanoas, and 
thence enters the grand canon of Tamasopo, creeping along a shelf 
hewn in the side of the almost perpendicular cliffs, around curves, 
and through a succession of tunnels, all the time descending at a 
grri.de of nearly three per cent., finally reaching the mouth of tile 
cafion, where a magnificent view suddenly presents itself. Before 
and beneath spreads out a broad valley encircled by mountains. 
Twelve hundred feet- below is seen the dense, luxuri!lht tropical 
forest, interspersed with clearings filled with growing sugar cane. 
Running aloug the almost perpendicular mountain side, ·with grand 
cliffs towering above, there can be seen to the right and beneath, at 
three different places, the line of track over which the train is to 
pass before reaching the straight stretch through the forest beyond. 
Upon reaching this forest a new surprise awaits the traveler-he is 
passing through a coffee plantation. Under the giant trees, from 
which hang strange vines bearing a great · 
va1iety of orchids, are planted coffee 
shrubs, the glossy evergreen Jen,ves and 
bright red ber1ies of which form a 
picture never to be forgotten. 

COFFEE PLANTATION ON SAN LUIS DIVISION. 

Arriving at Rascon, the dinner station, the traveler learns that he 
has descended nearly 3,000 !eet since leaving Cardenas in the morning. 

Soon after leaving Rascon another cailon, called "Abra de Cabal• 
leros,'' is entered, at the mouth of which the river tumbles in a series 
of cascades 300 feet high, called "El Salto del Abra,'' the water in the 
pools being a marvelous green color, which, as it rushes over tbe 
falls, appears turned into a snowy foam, presenting an effect long to 
be remembered. ,Leaving the "Boca del Abra," the train winds 
along· •.tbe mountain side, giving 'a grand viewt.,-of the great plain 
below spreadiug out to the coast, and a little further on the road 
passes, ou an iron bridge, directly.over an opening hi the top of the 
Choy Cave, from which rushes, 205 feet below, a beantHul clear 
stream of water. A short ride now brings to an end this side at 

TAMPICO, situated on the Panuco River, seven miles from where 
it. empties into the Gulf of J\fexico. Tampico is an old town of 6,000 
inhabitants, destined to become an important point as a port of 
ent.ry, now that the jetty improvements succesSfully completed by 
the .Mexican Central Railway at the mouth of the Panuco River 
enable ocean vessels to come up the river to Tampico and discharge 
cargo and passengers without lighterage or transfer. Regular lines 
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CUADALAJARA DIVISION. 

Wo~~f. M~\i:~s STATJ0$},- '1""·"" ~~~~ 
--- 8.45 am .0 Lv. ..Irapuato. .. Ar 161.0 5.15 pm ..... . 

10.13am 49.8Ar ..... Penjamo .... Ar 130.8 3.45pm ..... . 
. .. 10.38am 64.lAr .... Villasefl.or .... Ar 121.2 3.20pm .. 

11.28am 91.3Ar . ..... La Piedad ..... Ar 107.3 2.35pm 
12.30pm 125.7 Ar. ... Yurecuaro ..... Ar 82.9 1.40pm. 
1.05 pll' 146.7 Ar ...... Negrete ..... Ar 69.8 1.05 pm .. 
1.15pm J.53.lAq *.L B ! Ly 65.9 12.50pm 
1.45pm 153.1 Lv j • •· -a area." I Ar 6.5.9 12.20 pm. 
2.28pm 17D.3Ar .. Ocotlan ...... Ar 49.6 11.34am ... 
2.58pm 196.8Ar. .Poncitlan ..... Ar 38.7 11.03am ... 
3.35pm 218.4Ar Ateqniza .... Ar 2,5.3 10.26am ... 
4.03pm 234.3Ar .... El Cast,illo .... Ar 15.4 9.58am .. 
4.45pm 259.lAr .... Guadalajant ... Lv .0 9.15am 

PACHUCA BRANCH. 
'J'RAIN ~lLO• 

No. 65. J!ETns STATIONS. ·1'RAIN 
No.66. 

7.30am O LY ....... .l\lexlco ...... Ar D3.3 6.30pm ...... . 
9.50am 80 Ar! JLV 43.6 4.18pm ..... . 

10.00am 80 Lv f ...... Tula ...... ! Ar 43.6 4.00pm. 
10.2-2am 95 Ar .... Tlaxcoapan .... Ar 34.5 3.38pm 
11.0'2am 121 Ar ...... Temoaya ...... Ar 18.0 2.58pm 
11.45am 142 Ar ..... Concepcion .... Ar 5.0 2.15pm 
12.00pm 150 Ar ...... Pachuca ...... Lv .0 2.00pm 

* Trains stop for meals. .1: Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday only. 
§ Monday, Wednesday and Friday only. 

All other trains nm daily. 
City of Mexico Time-24 minutes faster than Mountain Time; 36 

minutes slower than Central Time. 

TIME TABLE BETWEEN CIUDAD PORFIRIO DIAZ, TORREON AND DURANGO 
VI~ MEXICAN INTERNATIONAL RAILROAD, 

PASS. STATIONS. PASS. 

7 .00 pm 617 J.v. Ciuda.d F0rflri0 Diaz .. Ar 0 7 .00 am . .. 
10.25 pm 500 Ac. .... Sabinas .. A,- 73 3.30 am ---2.05am 3'/9 A,, .... Monclova ..... A1· 148 11.50 pm .. 
5.40 am 258 A, . . . . . . Trevino ...... Ar 223 8.20 pm .. 
7 .15 a'.1' 2(Jl Ar ....... *Jaral. ...... Ar 25G 6.30 pm .. 
9.17am 139 Ar ....... Paila ....... Ar 21)8 4.55 pm 

12.40 pm 0 Ar ...... Torreon ...... Lv 384 1.00 pm. 
8.00pm. .. Ar ...... Durango ...... Lv. 7.00am 

* Trains stop for meals. 

BAGGAGE REGULATIONS. 
One hundred and fifty Pounds of baggage will be checked free on 

each whole through tiCket issued from or to points in the United 
States and seventy-five !)Ounds on each half through ticlrnt. On 
local tickets between po nts tn Mexico, thirty.three pounds o~ bag­
gage will be carried free for each passenger. Bagga.ge Wlll be 
re-ehedred at El Paso, Texas. 

INFORMATION. 
On through tickets, children under five years of age will be carried 

free of charge; from five to twelve years of age, mclusive, at half 
rates; and over twelve years, full rates. 

On local tickets, children under three years of age are taken free; 
from three to seven years. at ha.Jf fare. Children over seven years 
of age will pay full rates. Only passengers holding first-class tickets 
have tile right to travel in Pullman cars. 

The Mexican customs offictals inspect baggage of passengers to 
Mexico at Juarez City and United States customs officers rnspect 
baggage of travelers from Mexico at El Paso, Texas. These inspec­
tions are qulckly and courteously made, and passengers should have 
their keys ready to open their baggage wlien requested to by the 
customs officers. Dutiable articles mcluded in bagga!?e should be 
duly declared as such upon a blank furnished by the officers of the 
custom house. 

Stop.over privileges are allowed on first~class throug-h tickets at any 
point on this line, not to exceed thirty days. The conductor granting 
the first stop•over will note the date on the back of the ticket. 
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of steamers are now running between Tampico and New York, 
Mobile and European ports. 

Resuming the trip on Main Line, an hour's ruu from Aguas Cali en. 
tes is the high bridge at Encarnacion, 150 feet abo-ve the stream 
below. The next important stations reached are 

LAGOS, a fine manufacturing city of 40,000 inhabitants, and 
LEON, situated ' in the midst of a valley notc~l for the great fer­

t.ility of its soil, aml claiming 100,000 populat10n. It ls a great 
manufacturing city, producing large quantities of hats, cotton and 
woolen goods, boots and shoes, saddlory, and the beautiful soft 
leather clothing, delicately embroidered in silver and gold bullion 
worn by the wealthier classes on their estates, though discarded in 
the cities. Twenty miles south of Leon is 

SI LAO, tlle supper station southbound, and the breakfast station 
northbound, where good meals are served in the well-appoiut:ed 
dining-room. It is also Division Headquarters for the J\."lex1co 
Division. A branch, running to G.lianajuato, fifteen miles · distant;· 
·leaves tl\e l\fain Lille at this point. As the through trains make the 
runs between Silao·and City of Mexico dnring tho night, the traveler 
misses some very interesting scenery; but lJy stopping ove1· night at 
Silao and taking the local train in the morni11g, or when returning 
taking the loeal morning train out of City of l\Iexico as far as Silao, 
tbe trip can be made by daylight. 

GUANAJUATO is an interesting city, picturesquely located in the 
mountains, in the center of a very rich minlng district-. It has many 
fine buildings, including an elegant opera house, recently completed 
and a branch mil.it. The population is upwards of 60,000. 

IRAPUATO, 1,005 miles south of El Paso, and 220 miles north of 
City of 1,foxico, is a thriving business town of some 14,000 inhabitants, 
and is widely known t-0 tourists as the "Strawberry Station," from 
the fact that ripe fresh strawberries a.re found here every day in the 
year, and can be pmchased at the train.side for twenty.five cents 
per basket. From Irapuat-0 a branch of the :i\Iexican Ce11tral 
Railway extends to Gaudalajara., 161 miles west, running through 
a rich agricultural and fruit growing country, producing large crops 
of wheat and corn, and the finest oranges grown in the Republic. 
Passing through Penjamo, a quaint old place of some 8,000 people, 
and La Piedad, with about the same population, the next station of 
importance is La Barca, a gity . of 12,000 inhabitants, situated on 
the Lerma. River near where rt empties into Lake Chapala. A 
steamer owned and operated. by tlie 1J\.Iexican Central Rajlway 

Company leaves here for a trip, of some seventy miles around 
the lake, stopping at different points along the shore. The Lerma 
is the longest river in Mexico. After emptying into Lake Chapala 
near La Barca, it again flows out of the lake near Ocotlan, and 
finally empties into the Pacific Ocean just north of San Blas. :Fifty 
miles west of La Barca, and fifteen miles east of Guadalajara, at 
the station of El Castillo, a tramway conveys passengers to the 
famous Falls of Juanacatlan, justly termed the "Niagara of l\fexico." 
J<'lowing out of Lake Chapala, the Lerma River at this point, after a 
succession of !apids and wllirlpools, plunges over a preclpice nearly 
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100 feet in height, . to the rocks below, making a picture of grande-:ir 
and interest well worthy of a visit from the tourist. 

GUADALAJARA has a population of upwards of 95,000, is capital of 
tlle State of Jalisco, and is second only to the City of Mexico in popu­
lation and importance. It is a beautiful city, well laid out, with 
shaded streets running at right angles, and some of the finest public 
buildings, parks, gardcus and hotels in l\Iexico. Among the more 
interesting buildings maylle noted the Governor's Palace, the Cathe­
dral, the Degollado Theater, and the Guadalajara Hospital with its 
twenty-three patios, in each of which are flowers, plants and foun­
tains. Among the principal parks arc the Alameda, Plaza de Armas, 
,Jardin BOta.uico, Pa.rte Alcade, and Calzade de San Pedro. The Paseo, 
rnuning along the San Juan de Dios River, in the eastern part of the 
~ity, is the fashionable drive. Nearly all branches of manufacturing 
tre carried on, and the city bas been for centmics partlenla,rly noted 
for the fine pottt>ry made here. It also derives great commercial 
importance from being 1he distributing point for a; large area of the 
surrounding cunntry. Its educational institutions are of the highest 
grade, and the people exceptionally courteous and hospitable. 

The climate i,; delightful at all seasons of . the year amt tourists 
visiting Guadalajara either for pleasure or business are enthusiastic 
in their praises of the city. Resuming the t1ip from Irapuato south 
on the l\fain Line, the next places of importance are 

SALAMANCA, a busy eity of rn,ooo lnlmbitants, celebrated for the 
straw and leather goods manufactured there, 

CELAYA, a manufacturing eity of 30,000 people, with extensive 
cottou and woolen mills, and also noted for its fine confectionery. 
The Mexic:1,n Central Railway crosses the l\Iexican National Railroad 
at this poi11t. 

QUERETARO, a city of 48.000 inhabitants, ancl capital of the State 
of Queretaro. It was first founded by the Aztecs about 1446, and 

afterwards conquered by the Spaniards in 1531. It was here th,1t 
Maximilian was taken prisoner and shot in 1867. Queretaro is noted 
for its; opal mines, which have been worked for cent.mies and still 
continue to produce immense quantities of very fine gems. Just 
a1ter l(:aving the station the t'rain passes under .obe of tho massi\'e 
arches of the great aqueciuet which supplies the city with water 
from the mountains. Three miles south of Queretaro are seen the 
Hercules Cotton Mills, the most extensive worl{S of the kind in 
l\fexlco, employing some 1,800 operatives. I 

SAN JUAN DEL RIO is a pleasant tmvn of 18,000 inhabitants, and 
is a meal station for the day trains running between City of Mexico 
and Leon. From here the train climbing the sides of the mountains, 
gives the passenger a fine view of the beautiful valley below, and 
at l\Iarquez station reaches the highest point on the line, 8,133 feet 

1 M ¥EXICAN 

CENTRAL 

ELEVATIONS ABOVE SEA-LEVEL. 

S'.rATIONS. 

Juarez City .. 
Gallego .... 
Chihuahua ..... . 
Santa Hosalia .. . 
Jimenez. 
Lerdo ..... 
Jimulco .. 
Calera ..... 
Zacatecas.. . ... 
Aguas Calii>ntes. 
San Luis Potosi. . 
Cardenas. 
Rascon. 

• Valles . 

FEET. I 

3,717.4 
5,448.4 
4,633.4 
4,022.4 
4,531.4 
3,725.4 
4,157.4 : 
7,051.3 ! 
8,044.5 
6,179.5 
6,118.5 
3,fl40.3 

946.2 
2'12.7 

STATIONS. 

Lagos .. . 
Leon ... . 
Silao ......... .. 
GuanaJu~to ... . 
Guada aJara .. . 
Queretaro ..... , .... 
San Juan delR.io. 
Cazadero .. 
Marquez .. 
Tula ...... . 
rachuca ...... . 
Huehuetoea ....... . 
City <Jf Mexico ... . 

LIST OF HOTELS 

FEET. 

6,134.5 
5,863.G 
5,828.5 
6,837.3 
5,054.2 
5,904.5 
6,24.5.1 
7,323.7 
8,132.7 
6,658.4 
7,831.1 
7,407.9 
7,349.8 

• ON LJNE OF THE MEXICAN CENTRAL RAILWAY. 

Chihuahua .. Palacio. Leon HoteldeCommercio 
Robin,;on House. Dilligencias. 

Lagos . Progreso. Silao.. . ...... Hotel Ridon. 
Tampico ..... Hotel Robins(Am.) 

Continental (Mex.) 
_Irapuato .... Ferrocarrill, 

I ndependencia. 

St. Julian. 
California. 

Salamanca. . . Hotel de la Union. 
Q ueretaro ....... F erroearrill Central 

Aguila Roja. Guadalajara.Hum bolt. 
rosmopolita. 

Zacat-ecas ... Zacateeano. 
Aguas Calientes.Plaza. 

Del Commercio. 
Central. 
Commercial. 

Guanajuato . Hotel de la Union. 
Celaya. . . Hotel Solis. 

Pachuca ..... l\Ietropolitano, 
San CarloA. 
AntiguaDiligencias 

Hotel Cortlzar. 
Tu~. ..Hidalgo. 

.l\Ioctezuma. 

HOTELS IN THE CITY OF MEXICO . 

ALL HOTELS ARE ON THE EUROPEAN PLAN EXCEPT HOTEL, JARDIN. 

~t,; NAME OF HOTEL. 

American Hotel.. 
Iturbide .. . 
San Carlos .. . 
Jardin ..... 
Humbolt .. 
Bazar ............ . 
Gran Sociedad .. . 
Universal. .... . 
Continental .. . 
Guardiola .. . 
(iuillpw ..... . 
Comonfort. .... . 
Refugio ...... . 
Gran Oriente. 
Ran Augustm .. 
Bella Union. 
8:m Francisco .. 

1 
Europa ....... 

RATE,:$ IN MEXLOAN SILVER. \ 

·LOCATION. 

14 Vergarn ......... . 
San Francisco .. . 
Coliseo... . ...... 
ta Indepeno.encla y Letian. 
Calle de ,Jesus . . ... . 
Esuiritu Santo ....... . 
Ef>piritu Santo. 
Espiritu Santo .. 
5 de l\Iayo .......... .. 
ta San Francisco ... . 
San Jose ei Real. 
3 de Ran Francisco ... . 
Refugio ............. . 
J\fonterilla, No. to ... . 
San Augustin ........ . 
La Palma ................ , .. . 
la. San Francisco y Gante .. 
Coliseo Viejo rn ....... . 

.. $LOO to $3.00 
1.00 to 5.00 
1.00 to 3.oo 
3.00 to 8.00 

· Jj:IO. to· 3:00 
1.00 to 4.00 

.50 tc. 2.50 
J.00 to 2.00 
1.00 to 2.00 
1.00 to 3.00 
1.00 to 1.50 
1.00 to 3.00 
1.00 to 1.75 
1.00 to 2.00 

.rm to 2.00 
1.00 to 2.00 

.50 to 2.00 

Tourists visit.Ing the City of l\-Iexico are cordially invited to make the 
City Ticket Office of the Mexican Central Railway, (Plazuela de Guar­
diola) their headquarters. Every assistance wlll be rendered them by 
the agent in making their stay pleasant, and posting them in regard to 
points of interest. 
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above sea level. From here there is a grao.ual descent of 1,476 feet 
in twenty-six miles to 

TULA, one of the oldest towns in the Republic, situated in a bean. / 
tiful valley teeming with tropical flowers alld foliage, and noted for 
the Toltec rnins and relics found here. There is also an old church, 
built upwards of 300 years ago, with walls seve~ feet .thi?l~ and a 
tower 125 feet in height. To anyone interested m antiqmties Tula 
oHersan exceptionally Hue Held for study. A branch of the l\Iexican 
Central Railway extends from Tula to the city of Pachuca, forty.four 
miles east. 

PACHUCA Is a city oE upwards of 40,000 inhabitants and the 
center of a very rich mining district. 

Seventeen miles from Tula on 'the l't:Tain Line is the eelebratc(l 
Nochistongo Cut or "Tajo de Nochistongo," a great canal, com­
menced in 1607 for the purpose of q.raining the Valley or Mexico. 

It varies in width from 280 to 6.'30 feet, with a depth of from 150 to 
19(; feet. A fine view of this remarkable work may be had from the 
trains of the l\Iexieau Central llailway, whose line is built along one 
sicle of the cut at an elevation of from fifty to sixty feet. 

Leaving the Nochistongo Cut, the train by a gradual af.;cent passes 
over a low range of hills and enters the Valley of Mexico. A great 
change in the general appearance of the country is now notictstl. 
On every side a.re well cultivated fields and gardens, running 
streams, grev11 meadows, large maguey plantations, and in the dis­
tance tho gleam of church spires and domes of the City of l\Iexico, 
whilo still further beyoud can be seen, ona clear day, the suow capped 
peaks of the extinct volcanoes Popocata.pett and JxtaccihaHtl. Pass­
ing in quick succession through numerous small towns embowered in 
luxnriant shade aml foliage. the end of the journey is reached at the 

CITY OF MEXICO, capital of l\fexico, all(J. the largest and most 
important city in the Republic. The city was founded by the Aztecs 
toward the end of the thirteenth contury,conquered by the Span.ianls 
in 1521, who retained possession 300 years, until ~eptember 27, 1R21, 
at which time Mexican independence was gained. The present popu­
lat.ion is about 330,000. The city is well laid out., with straight streets 
crossing each other at right angles, and has a splendid system of 
street railways. Tbernaterial generally used in construc1lon of build­
ings is stone, brick or tepetat,e. There are u_pwards of 120 cht1r?he,s, 
the pl'ineipal one in size andgrimdet!l' being the Catlledral, which 1s426 
feet long and 200 feet ,vide, with two towers upwards of 200 feet high, 
There are many fine business houses, and magnificent residences, the 
latter being built around" patios," or open court-yards, in which are 
flo-wers, paims and fountains. The city is ,vell policed, the officers 
being uniformly courteous and accommodating. The climate is 
delightful, the extreme heat often experienced in northern cities of 
tho United States being unknown here. F,or further information 
relative to hotels, points of interest, etc., see pages 17 and-18. 
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POINTS OF INTERtST IN THE CITY OF MEXICO. 

MARKETS.-::Uerced, San Juan, LoretQ, San Lucas and Santa 
Catarina, on Squares of the same names. 

ALAMEDA and ZOCALO.-l\Iilita.ry bands play in the former 
every Thursday and Sunday forenoon, and in the latter _on Suuday 
mornings and afternoons, and Tuesday, Thursday ancl Sundaf 
evenings. 

PASEO.-The famous drive of Mexico. Lined with statues by 
uotcd sculptors. Leading to Chapultepec. At its head is the statue 
of Charles IV., the lal'gest single moulding in the world. 

M INERIA.-Comer of San Andres and Betlemitas streets. School 
of Engineers and l\:Iine,;. It cost $1,500,000, and was the wor\{ of tlrn 
sculpto1· and architeet Tolsa. lt contains rich collections o[ minerals 
and geological specimens, library, models and a meteorological 
o!Jservatory. 

MI NT.-Apa,rt.ado street. Open from 8 a.m. to' 5 p.m. The institu• 
tion in 300 ·years coined $2,200,000,000; the first coin was strucl, in 1535. 

LIBRARIES.-National, ex.convent of San Augustin, open from 
10 a. m. to 5 p. m.; 200,000 -volumes, many very ancient. Cinco de 
l\Iayo Library for art-isans, 5,000 volumes, Ca\lejon de Retlemitas. 
Prepiiratory School Library, San Ildefonso street, rich in modern 
scientific works. 

LA VIGA • ..:...Take Viga Cars to Embarcadero and thence canoes to 
the Chinampas (floating gardens) at Santa Anita and Ixttacalco. A 
drive and ,1 tramway alongside. The canal extends to l\Itlxicakingo, 
five miles, to Culhua()an and the foot of the Hill of the Star (Carro de 
la Estrella), a mile further; and to Lake Xochimilco, another mile. 

GUADALUPE.-Hollest shrine in Mexico, the scene of the tradition 
of 1531; apparition o[ the Virgin of Guadalupe to the Indian .Juan 
Diego, Di'lgo's "tilma," on which ls the miraculous picture ot' the 
Virgin is shown; silver railing weighing twenty.six tons; Grotto 
with n'wsaics; stone sails set up as an ex voto by a rich family, in 
gratitude for the safe return of a vessel to the port of Vera Cru:t, 
believe(l to ha,ve been lost in a storm. 

NATIONAL MUSEU M.-ln t.he 1~alace block, north side. Curious 
Aztec antiquities; picture writi11g; l\Ioctezuma's !\hield; the statue 
of Huitzilopochtli, the God of War; the.Calei1dar Stone; Tula l\fono­
liths, God~less of Water; PaJ.emke '(:}r.o~; ," Ch,a_e mol and the 
Sacrillclitl':stone. 'Other relics from the time of the'Conqll(i!it are to 
be seell·. Portraits of the Viceroys and of Cortez. Objects perl:!tiuJI;Jg 
to modern history, as l\faximilian's gala coach, his silver service, eN. 
The National History and l\Iineralogical departments are very inter­
esting. The hours of the Museum are from 10 a. m. to noon. The 
Archmologlcal department is open Mondays, Wednesdays . .Fridays 
and Sundays; tlle Nat ural mstory department, Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Sundays. 

C HAPU L TEPEC.-" Hill of the Grasshopper." Site of Moctezuma 's 
favorite parlr. Palace built by the Viceroy Galvez, once occupied by 
l\Iaximilian; it has been renovated as the Mexican White House. 
On the bill stands the Military Academy, in the rear of the Presi­
dential Mansion. Lt>.ading down from the garden on the roof is a 
subterranean sally.port, said to open into the cave at the foot of the 
hill. The park has great cypresses, covered with Spanish moss; one 
of these giants is 170 feet high and 46 feet around the trunk. Mocte• 
zuma's Bath Is in the park, and is now used by tbe water department 
of the city. A rock on the hillside is covered with ancient hiero• 
glypbics. Admlssion to the grounds free, and to the buildings by a 
pass from the Governor of the National Palace • 

THE NATIONAL PALACE.-President's rooms. l\Iansions of the 
viceroys and of Maximilian. Portraits of Juarez, Hidalgo, ,vash­
ington, and other historical personages, in the Embassador's Hall. 
President's state chair. Government departments, l\leteorological 
and Astronomical Observatories. A small Botanical Garden, with 
some rare plants, among them that of the hand-tree, so called on 
account of the form of its flowers resembling that of the human hand. 


