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JOURNAL

OF

THE JOINT COMMISSION.

In pursuance of the provisions of a convention between the United States
of America and the republic of Texas, for marking the boundary between
them, concluded on the 25th of April, 1838, the ratifications of which were
exchanged on the 13th of October, 1838, John H. Overton, commissioner,
duly appointed and commissioned on the part of the United States, and Peter
B. Dexter, acting commissioner, George W. Smyth, surveyor, and Hamilton
P. Bee, clerk to the commission, duly appointed and commissioned on the part
of the republic of Texas, met in the city of New Orleans, in the State of
Louisiana, on the 7th day of August, 1839, and in accordance with instruc-
tions from their respective Governments, proceeded to the organization of the
commission, and entered upon the discharge of its duties.

The commission during its deliberations having determined upon the stores
deemed necessary for its officers and men to be employed in operations in
the field, and made provision for the purchase and transportation of them to
the mouth of the Sabine river, at which point its operative duties are to com-

mence; and having agreed upon the escort to be furnished by the two Gov-

ernments, this day resolved to reconvene at the mouth of the Sabine river on
the 15th day of October next, there and then to proceed to run and mark
the boundary between the two countries.

Owing, hewever, to the peculiar unhealthiness of the season, and to other
obstacles, the commission failed to meet at the time and place appointed, but
assembled on the twelth of November, 1838, at Green’s bluff, on the Sabine
river, about thirty-five miles from its mouth. At this meeting were present
John H. Overton, commissioner, and John R. Conway, surveyor, duly ap-
pointed and commissioned on the part of the United States, and David Sam-
ple, commissioner, George W. Smyth, surveyor, and Hamilton P. Bee,
clerk, duly appointed and commissioned on the past of the republic of Texas.

The astronomical apparatus and instruments necessary to further proceed-
ings, not having arrived, the officers of the commission moved up the river
about fifteen miles to Millspaugh’s bluff, where they remained ‘encamped
from day to day.

On the 23d November, Mr. McUne Barrow, a citizen of Louisiana, of the
parish of Rapides, who had been appointed by the United States commission-
er, assistant to John R. Conway, surveyor, arrived in camp; and on the fol-
lowing day was killed by the accidental discharge of his rifle. Although
associated but a short time with the officers of the commission, he had, by
his gentlemanly deportment, endeared himself to each of them, and they
take this opportunity to express their deep sense of the loss they have sus-
tained. His remains were interred on the following day. A solitary pine
on the west bank of the Sabine river, marks the spot where they repose.

On the 11th December, Captain S. J. Pillans, of the Texan army, wao
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report himself to the Texan com-
n Henry Younﬁ, who had been
jer on the part of the United States,

Memucan Hunt, commissioner, who had been
in the place of David Sample, on the part
: 'l" with In:i asﬂslaut, Li:lu-
s Top i ineers, detailed, by order
d States, to attend th?cot:lxmiuion on thye p;rt
: Decessary apparatus and instrumets for de-
reached the mouth of the Sabine, and-was
12th February.*
g Texan commissioner, not being provided
red by him necessary on the part of his Govern-
ns, proc gs were, upon his application, sus-

eir procurement. During this month Major Gra-
utenant Lee, was ;ﬁnﬂ in a series of nu'lonomi-
to mine accu the latitude and longitude

w« the sea, at tze termination of its western

of 0. On the Sth day of March Lieutenant Lee

‘consequ of the difficulties experienced by vessels enter-

| the obvious want of any chart laying down its shoals and
a survey of the bar at its

ul ance into the gulf, and of
if e, while Major Graham was still unremit-
altiplying his astronomical and magnetic observations, a

g & most inte; 7 series, settling with accuracy, un-
wriatior m the needle, and the latitude and
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longitude, the latter being erroneously laid down in the most approved charts,
is appended to this journal. The hydrographic operations of Lieutenant
Lee, assisted by Captain Pillans, of the Texan army, to whose voluntary
aid we were kindly indebted, are laid down on the map or plans accompa-
nying this journal, and will be found of service to the commerce of both
countries.

Pending this delay, the commissioner of Texas, under alleged instructions
from his _Govemment, set up on the 2d of March a claim to the centre of
those portions of lhp Sabine river now known as Sabine pass and Sabine
lake, which was resisted on the part of the United States, and, after discus-
sion, was referred to the two Governments for their decision. For the pur-
[I»?ee of obtaining this decision, and the instruments required on the part of

exas, which had not as yet been procured, the commission was on the 15th
of March adjourned to the 15th of April following.

Owing to the delays necessarily attendant upon the receipt of instructions
from the Department at Washington, the commission on the part of the
United States did not join the party composing the commission of the repub-
lic of Texas, who had reached Green’s bluff on the 3d of May, until the 15th
of May. On this day the joint commission reconvened.

The claim to the centre of the pass and lake set up on the 2d of March
last by the Texan commissioner being withdrawn, and the construction of
the treaty held by the United States conceded on the 16th, the day follow-
l'il‘i’ arrangements were immediately commenced for tracing the boundary.

e 17th and 18th of May were spent in the necessary preparations for the

commencement of our field operations.

On the 19th, at 11 o’clock, A. M., the commissioners and surveyors
of the United States and the republic of Texas, accompanied by Major
Graham, of the United States Topographical Engineers, and John H.
Young, cletk to the United States commissioner, left their encampment
at Green’s bluff, and descended the river in two boats to the point of be-
ginning, for the purpose of commencing the demarcation of the boundary.
On the 20th, at four o'clock, A. M., we reached the residence of Caplain
Green, occupying the site of Belknap’s old camp, having been detained
upon the lake by a storm, and been exposed during the whole of the pre-
ceding night to the most inclement weather.

On the 21st we proceeded to the entrance of the Sabine river into the Gulf
of Mexico, and then, in virtue of our respective powers, and in conformity to
the provisions of the convention between the two countries concluded at Wash-
ington the 25th day of April, 1838, we established the point of beginning of the
boundary between the United States and the republic of T'exas at a mound on
the western bank of the junction of the river Sabine with the sea, as designated
on the plan or map accompanying this journal, and marked A. The mound
was made by throwing up earth in a circular form of fifty feet in diameter,
and about seven feet high at its centre, and is surmounted by a pole of thirty-
six feet in height, with a keg at its top payed over with pitch. It was also
distinguished by the burying of a bottle at each of the cardinal points of the
compass, four feet from the centre, containing sealed up within them the
following inscription written on paper, viz. : c

“Be it remembered that on the 21st day of May, 1840, the demarcation of
the boundary between the United States and the republic of T'exas was begun
at this point, being in conformity with the provisionsof the convention for the
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demarcation of the said boundary, concluded and signed by the respective
plen%lenuanes of said countries at Washington, the 25th day of April, 1838,
“ Witness our signatures this 21st of May, 1840.
“JOHN H. OVERTON, Commissioner of the U. S.
; “JOHN R. CONWAY, U. S. Surveyor.
“ Witness—

“J. D. Grauam, Major U. S. Engincers.
“MEMUCAN HUNT, Commissioner on the part of the
Republic of Texas.
“By the Commissioner. ‘
“GEO. W. SMYTH, Surveyor of Tezas.
“Jonn HENrY Youna, Clerk to U. S. Comm'r.”

Dr. Stephen H. Everett's store-house; situated on the west bank of that
portion of the river called “the city of the Pass,” bears north thirty-two
degrees west from the centre of the mound, by the magnetic needle, or
north twenty-three degrees and twenty minutes west, with reference to the
true meridian. The mouth of Bayou Henderson bears, from the centre of
the mound north, nineteen degrees west, by the magnetic needle, or north,
ten degrees twenty minutes west, with reference to the true meridian. The
distance to the mouth of that bayou from the mound, is one thousand and
eighty-eight feet. The mound itself is in latitude 29° 41’ 27”5 north, and
longitude 93° 50' 14”.2 west of Greenwich, by the astronomical observa-
tions of Major James D. Graham, of the United States Corps of Topographi-
cal Engineers. The position of the mound, in reference to other adjacent
objects will appear by referring to the accompanying plan of the river.
Thence we proceeded along the western bank of Sabine Pass, traversin
the entrance of Bayous Henderson and Lee into the pass, to the Sabine
lake. Thence along the western bank of the lake, passing the entrances of
Mud bayou and Taylor’s bayou to a point of woods known and desi%gn-
ted as Aurora, opposite to which we passed the night on board a keel-boat
anchored off, belonging to Dr. Everett.

Nearly opposite the mouth of Taylor’s bayou, and east of the boundary,
are two islands, and about half a mile northeasterly is another island, all
of inconsiderable size, situated in the lake within a short distance from its
western shore. The banks of the pass and lake are generally low prairie
marsh,

May 22.—Continued the demarcation along the western shore of the
lake, crossing the mouth of Crane bayou ; thence to the entrance of the
river Neches, into the lake ;* thence across the mouth of that river, imme-
diately above the little island in the lake designated on the plan of the Sa-

*In accordance with instructions from the Department of State of the United States to
their commissioner, upon reaching this point in the demarcation of limit, the special attention
of the commission was directed, with a view to its final adjustment, to the question wheth'-r,
by the stipulations of the treaty between the United States and Mexico, the boundary line
should not run thence along the western bank of the river Neches, to its intersection with the
thirty-second doﬁrn of north latitude. The edition of Melish's Map of the United States, pub-
lished at Philadelphia, improved to the 1st of January, 1818, referred to in the treaty as laying
down and identifying the particular stream, could not be found, notwithstanding every dili-
gence, both on part of the State Department, at Washington, and the commissioner. In
the absence of that evidence, the commission have been led to conclude _wpon other Elmunds.
equally satisfactory to them, that the river Neches could not have been intended as ihe river
designated by the treaty, as eonstituting this portion of the Boundary between the two coun-
tries. The general course of the river Neches is about northwest, and therefore does not cor-
respond in its direction with the course, which, according to the treaty, the boundary line waa

-ignated as Horse-shoe bend :
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bine river and lake by the name of Jor;es’s island ; thence west of said island,

around the peninsula formed by the projection of the point of land between

the Neches and Alligator cove; thence around the cove and western borders

of the lake, as delineated on the plan or map; thence around Point Y.

along the western pass by which the river Sabine enters the lake ; thence

northeasterly along the western bank of the river Sabine, traversing the

mouths of Cow bayou and Adams’ bayou, and around the promontory des-
; thence northwesterly to Huntly, situated at

(Green’s blufl. The portion of the boundary above described from the mouth

of the river Sabine in-the sea, to Humly, on the western bank of said river
a dlalfmce of forty miles, more or less, including all the sinuosities of said,
line, is clearly illustrated upon the accompanying plan or map, by the junc-
tion of a red teint drawn on the Texan side, and a yellow teint drawn on the
Unljlted States side.
Yy & communication of this date from Memucan Hunt Esq., it dul

announced that his duties as commissioner on the part of ;I‘e:?i; ha:ln! cenwti,
and that W. Smyth, Esq., had been a pointed his successor, and

had immediately entered upon the discharge of the duties of his office.

On the evening of the 22d the commissioners, surveyors, and clerks, on
the part of the United States and Texas, together with Major Graham and
Mr. Daniel Wilber and Andrew B. Gray (the last two engineers on the
of Texas), embarked near Huntly on boaid the steamboat Albert Gallatin,
for the purpose of surveying the river and marking the boundary as far as
the thirty-second degree of latitude. 'The same evening the party proceeded
up the river about sixteen miles as far as Ballew’s Ferry, passing the mouths
of Cyprus creek and Old river on the Texas side.

Mav 23.—At about 11 o’clock, A. M., left Ballew’s Ferry, where the
boat had lain during the night, and continued the work of tracing the

boundary up the river. We proceeded this day about fifty miles. For thinty

miles after leaving Ballew’s the river winds in a continued succession of
ahruEt sinuosities. The banks contain here and there es of pine, though
much of the timber-is of those kinds which commonly flourish in low land.

May 24.—Started at sunrise, and proceeded this day about fifty miles.

to take. It is-evidently subordinate and tributary to the Sabine, as determined the compar-
ative soundings of both, their relative length, &c., &c. It is believed from the informa-
tion the commission could ure, that the river Neches loses its distinctive character as a
river before it interseets (if it intersects at all) the thirty-second degree of north latitude. The
depth of waterupon the bar, at its embouchure into the lake, was decided to be less than that at
the mouth of either of the three outlets or of the Babine into the lake. Between this point,
and the receipt of its principal tributary (the Angelina) from the north, in about latitude 319,
the navigation of the Neches is scarcely inferior to that of the Sabine. It then declines into an
inconsiderable stream, navigable (if at all) only at very high stages of water. Whereas, the
general course of the Sabine river is north, agreeing with the course indicated by the m&
1s clearly the principal, and most considerable of those two rivers which flow into Lake A
Steamers of 130 tons burden had already ascended the Sabine as far as the town of Hamilton,
distant about 500 miles from its entrance into the Gulf of Mexico; and the commission were
enabled, without any other difficulties than those arising from rafts and obstructions formed
ing trees, growing upon its banks, to ascend in the steamer Albert Gallatin, of

tons , to the 32d degree of north latitude, about one hundred miles higher up. There
was no perceptible variation in the width or depth of the river, from the head of tide water to
this point, it was represented 4s affording an equally good navigation for a eonsiderable dis-
tance above. The soundings gave along the whole extent of the river forming the boundary,
fresn 11095 feot i tho chueal. Bastdiifiion 10 fhaes fucts, the Getasiibaion TUAE b the SN
of Melish’s map of the United States anterior and subsequent to the one called for in the treaty,
s establishing the identity of the river Sabine with the stream now so called, and the eoncur-
rent testimony of respectable inhabitants in the neighborhood of this boundary, corroborating
the same as far back as thirty or forty years.
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‘This portion of the river is by no means so crooked as that which we trav-
-ersed yesterday. We passed by the town of Salem, situated on one of the
mouths of Big Cow creek. About sundown reached the town of Belgrade,
where the boat lay for the night. Belgrade is said to have been once the
seat of the Boloxi Indians. The night was very clear, and the engineers
were engaged on shore until two hours past midnight in making observations
for the latitude and longitude, in order to correct the map of the river between
its mouth and this point. This is the first point above Green’s bluff at which
these gentlemen have been enabled to observe, the banks of the river between
these places being overilowed on either side, which rendered it impossible to
obtain a position for their instruments. The latitude was found to be 30°
37" 38" north, and longitude 93° 40/ 18" west.
May 25.—Started at ha::';sast five o’clock, A. M. We this day found
w for several miles above Belgrade somewhat difficult, it being
not only by the extreme crookedness of the river, but also by a
raft of about three miles in length, commencing two miles above Belgrade.
We proceeded this day as far as Hickman’s, situated on a high bluff on the
Louisiana side of the river, and about half a mile by land south of Thomp-
son’s ferry. The boat lay for the night at Hickman’s, being forty miles,
more or less, by the course of the river from Belgrade. The engineers were
engaged on shore until three hours after midnight in making astronomical
jons. The latitude was found to be 30° 55' 54" north, and longitude
93° 31’ 18".2 west, the sky being very clear and favorable for observing.
"‘May 26.—At sunrise left Hickman’s, and ed this day to within
about fourteen mileg of Sabine town. The boat lay during the night oppo-
site to White’s (until within a few weeks ]]:nl the residence of Mr. Fermns),
situated on a bluff on the east bank or & uisiana side of the iver. 'l‘tlne
here continuing remarkably clear, the engineers were on shore nearly
all night, engaged as usual. I}ﬁmdo foundmlgl be 31° 21’ 57" north, and
longitude 02".8 west. 'The banks of this portion of the river are in
general more elevated than any we have hyet some of the bluffs rising
as high as fourteen or fifieen feet above the present level of the water, which
yw unusuallyhigh. We crossed to-day the path of a recent tomado,
the trees and cane on the river banks. Its course was
be , 72° west to north 72° east, and the track to be
: yards wide. 'This was su to be the same
nado which o Jhothew%dnﬁd:ul destruction of human lives and
Jhouses in Natchez on of May. . :
; ﬂd, and about eight o’clock, A. M.,
.  the Texas side of the river. The latitude
ound 1 north, and longitude 93° 41’ 45" west. Here
at lay in order to discharge freight, &c., until four o’clock, P. M.,
started for Gaines’s ferry, v we arrived the same evening, join-
jant Lee and Captain Pillans, who had availed themselves of the
 the steamer Albert Gallatin in March to ascend the river as high
int after the te  adjournment of the joint commission already
" Lieutenan was with the transportation to this
astronomical on the part of the United States sMu‘Jl?r
aving been sent to Washington in charge of the despatches for the
tment). He had occupied himself from the 1st of April uatil we
in making a series of astronomical and magnetic observations,
tude, longitude, magnetic dip and declination at this point, all
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of which will appear by reference to the plan of the river.* Mr. George G.
Meade, who had been appointed an assistant in the astronomical department
for the United States, and ordered to await the arrival of the commission
here, had joined Mr. Lee on the 1st of April, and assisted him in his labors.

_ May 28.—Not having arranged the means of transportation hicher up the
river, we were obliged to lay at Gaines’s during this day. 2

An agreement was however finally made with the master of the Albert
Gallatin, to convey the party as high up the river as the 32d degree.

May 29.—We accordingly left Gaines’s this morning at noon, having
taken on board the instruments and camp-equipage previously sent to this
place. We proceeded this day about thirty-five miles, our boat lying,
during the night, at a high bluff’ five miles from the village of Hamilton.
'The night was clear, but the density of the forest on either side was such
as to prevent the engineers from observing here.

May 30.—Started at 6 o’clock, A. M., and about 9 o'clock, A. M., reached
Hamilton, on the west bank of the river, in Texas, where we took in wood.
The river up to this point from Gaines’s ferry is very crooked, and the
navigation a good deal interrupted by overhanging trees. We proceeded
this day to a point ascertained by observation to be in latitude 31° 48' 33"
and longitude 93° 5(¥ 17”5. Here Major Graham, Lieutenant Lee, Mr.
Wilber, and Mr. Meade, were occupied until one hour past midnight in
making astronomical observations. Above Hamilton, a portion of the river
for several miles is wide and quite straight, but during the latter part of the
day our progress was again obstructed by trees and the crookedness of the
stream.

Mavy 31.—Started at 6 o'clock, A. M. We had not gone more three
miles when we were stopped by a raft in the river, which detained us near-
ly seven hours. At half-past one o'clock, P. M., the raft having been re-
moved, we started and ran for the rest of the day, meeting, however, with
occasional obstructions. Lay during the night at a point whose latitude
was determined by astronomical observations to be 31° 52' 23" north, and
longitude 93° 53' 32".4 west. The night clear, and the engineers engaged
on shore until past midnight in making observations.

June 1.—Started at 6 o'clock, A. M. From this point the character of
the land and timber begins to change ; the former being higher on both
sides of the river than heretofore, and the latter consisting chiefly of the
white and red oak, the hickory, the white maple, pine, and cypress. After
proceeding about six miles, we again found the river obstructed by a raft,
‘which detained us several hours. ~ After passing this, we found the stream
wide and the navigation to Logan’s ferry, which we reached at 3
.o’clock, P. M., and stopped here for the night. “The sky being clear, the
engineers were occupied until a late hour in o . Ma)o""Gmhm
nﬁas the latitude here 31° 58 24" N., and longitude 94° 00’ 02".4 W.

June 2.—It having been ascertained that Logan’s ferry is very near the
point where the 32d degree of latitude crosses the Sabine, we this day dis-
charged the boat and encamped on the Louisiana side, near the bank of
the river. Messrs. Lee and Mecade, with a part of the camp-equipage, were

ed to select a position porth for the encampment.
unE 3.—They were joined early on this day by the whole party. The

* Latitude of Gaines’s Ferry, 31° 28’ 15".6 N., longitude, 93° 44' 32°.8 W.; from astro-
‘nomical observations of Lieutenant T. J. Lee. e i

ic variation, May 99, 1840, 8° 40 35" E.; magnetic dip, by two needles, same date,

€0° 5%, from observations of Major Gaham,
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observations made during the night of the 3d indicated, approximately,
that we were about one mile north of the 32d.

June 4.—A line was directed to be run from the point of observation
about that distance south, and thence to the river. Upon that western
line, and about two miles from its intersection with the river, a command-
ing position, based by the low ground of the river, was selected and imme-
diately occupied as an observatory by the party charged with the astro-
nomical department.

Juse 5 and 6.—The men were employed in clearing away a space for
the astronomical station. :

From the 7th to the 16th, engaged during the principal part of every
night in observing on all the stars in place for the latitude, some of which
could not be seen until the 10th, being obstructed by the thick foliage
which had originally shaded the position, and which had not been entirely
cut away until after that time. Owing to the scason of the year, the stars,
both to the north and the south, were necessarily confined chiefly to thc
class indicated as the 3d magnitude. The moon being near the full, and
shining very bright, rendered it extremely difficult for several nights to
observe, with a reflecting instrument, on stars of these lesser magnitudes
with the accuracy desired. This cause, combined with the advanced state
of the season toward the unhealthy period, and the fact that the funds on
hand were nearly exhausted, being barely sufficient now to transport the
party to the point on Red river, where it would be necessary to take water
transportation, rendered it absolutely necessary that the commission should
at once adjourn for the season. This step was consequently adopted, and
an adjournment ordered until the 1st day of November next; the officers
of the party to be occupied, in the meantime, in computing and verifying
the calculations of the observations which have already been made, and in
correcting the map by them ; the results of these labors to be submitted to
the commission at their next meetin%.

1841. Fesruary 14.—The republic of Texas having made no appro-
priation for continuing the demarcation on the 1st of November, in conse-
quence of which the adjournment to that period became necessary, the
commission did not meet until this date. The United States commissioner
remained at his residence until notified by the arrival of the Texan com-
mission, on the 25th of December, of the readiness on the part of his Gov-
ernment to renew operations. Accordingly, without delay, they left for
New Orleans, which they reached on the 2d of January, and where they
remained until the 15th of the same month, engaged in procuring supplies
and making the preparatory arrangements for their duties in the field. On
the 15th they IelIt) New Orleans for their destination, via Opelousas, where
their horses were left, and Alexandria, whence, after some detention in
waiting for a steamer to ascend the river, they embarked for Shreveport,
which they reached on the 1st instant.

On the 7th, Lieut. Col. James Keamey, of the United States’ Topo-
graphical Engineers, who had been ordered to report to the United States’
commissioner, in the place of Major J. D. Graham, of the same corps (the
Jatter baving been retained for duty on the northeastern boundary), with
Lieutenant Blake as assistant, arrived at Shreveport. After joining the
commissioners at this place, and after the arrival, in the interim, of Lieuten-
ants Johnson and Allen, also assistants, they set out for the encampment,
which had been left in June last, and reached it at 2 o’clock, P. M., of this
day. Here they found the United States and Texas surveyors, and also

For upward of five months preceding this

_the clerks of the commission.

=17

‘the sextants just arrived, was employed in observing t

tﬁough the day foreb
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time, from the report of Messrs. Wilber and G i
on the part of the republic of Texas, who lll.:;‘;, :::nv:i{:ﬁ :::ga::] .
Iclll](::gl,rel{)f lheh aztrcl)uonucal instruments, &c., from the period of the ﬁ%?;l’lr:’ln
mnent, there had been a continuity of bad weath ing i :
:uilrt , rt]h](;l exc;fpulon_ of;I only 'Itr'o nights) utterly im;:;szg?f etrt;ngbs:n('ge:l;op:
s ace for latitude. 1eir meteorological j i
of l:l‘he mercury during that period to 9° Faolil::h‘éli{:u J;l;)dns(l:;);v gcaz.md;iaglrlesslon
v'uio?nm:\[i:i:g :S,d 1?,’ 17,1 .—Edngagb e];l[ in removal to the camp of obser
: 4 1ad been occupi j i ]
ang‘ in preparations for obse'rviﬂg?. P DN NN i
rom the 19th February to 3d March, inclusive. the i
- t 3
i';bh_: for observation, measurably from the dense smoke t}‘;:? sl:lliezﬂ: m:lmlll]:e
orizon of evenings, produced by a general fire in the woods for a 33:1 dis-
tance around us. The boundary was traced and established along Ehe west-
ern bank of the Sabine, from Logan’s ferry, where it was discontinued last
year, to the probable point of the intersection of the 32d degree of latitud
a distance of about three and a half miles, as represented by the accom .
ing map or plan. 'The operatives, in the mean time, employed in clel:::!l .
;m ay the position for the observatory, in opening and extending an avel:?;g
or a meredian, and an experimental line east and west to the river. 'This
work being finished, and the sextants forwarded from Washington to Balti-
ntl‘;)re the first week of January, and thence, on the 20th of the same month
fh pg;él to New Orleans, upon which our reliance in the determination of
e32dd was now found mainly to depend, not having arrived, it was
on the 4th of March, at the suggestion of the Texan commissioner, con.-.
cluded to discharge all the men engaged by Lieutenant Johnston on account

_ of the joint commission. The United States commissioner retained, on the

sole account of his Government, twelve of upon isiti
of 1\? olonelﬁxeall;n €y, as necessal,'y for forwarlg?nm;l?sb“’ i “en
arcH 5.—Lieutenant Blake despatched to New ns

tants; no news of the vessel by which those were shi rlou:t %gmgf:ﬁf
ing received. From this time, and indeed-until the 12th of March, with
the exception of partial and isfactory observations made on the nights
of the 4th and 6th, the engineers were assiduously employed in the adjust-
ments of their instruments and. in rating the chronometers.

Marcn 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, anc -"&—Colonel Keamey and his party
engaged in observing for the meridian, and on the prime vertical at night
portions of some of which became cloudy before ing, ’

Marca 19.—Night cloudy and unfit for observing. Li .
ston, Blake, and Allen, when Wed from other duties, employed in

a survey and reconnaissance of the river and adjacent coustry, in

teference to the position occupied as an observatory.
‘Marcu 20.—Lieutenant Sitgreaves, of the United States To i
! left in New Orleans to bring up the sextants upon the arrival of

the vessel, reached this encampment in charge of them. Night clear. I
conjunction with Colonel Kearney, Lieutenant Johnston, hnlell'lng o.lijuma{dl

! ] _ t the night.

Marcu 21.—Fine, clear night until 11 o’clock, when it became cloudy :

P Mancn 25 Rain durng the ¢ poiios
 Marcn 22.—Rain during the day, the night unpropitio

Mircn 23,—The party gnged in_observing throughout the night,

# ed a different result. ;
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ear day and clox‘xdy night aftef 9%, P. M. Until that
B o bt e sighi cloudy
t the night c . e
wor 26.—At ?o?layqﬁﬁvr;e;nill:ule; pastg 9,A. M., commenced raining, and
tinued, with occasional intermissions, throughout that day and night.
e 'n, 27.—Occasional thunder-storms, with heavy torrents of rain
- duﬁ:}l&e%y;:l = ;ti{., the rain increased to a thunder-storm, and fell
i ' i it ti ‘hen it cleared off. : .
m'tlc"g:l;:s:?v:ﬁ?;:r:lﬂf: elza‘r‘ nelade, indicate our position with sufficient cer-
inty to"justify Colonel Kearney in the removal of his transit instrument to
ﬁ:gmk of the river, with a view of determining the meridian. The men
had been employed for some days in clearing away for it, in cutling an
s ue north and south, when the river rose suddenly from the excessive
i that h len, and entirely inundated its banks and the adjacent lands
;ams considerable distance on each side. ‘This untoward occurrence has
i ded, for the present, the transfer of the result of our observations at
:‘I;":upm int to the western bank of the river, and the determination of the
meridian thence. 2 : i : e
— tion_fixed on for determining the meridian,
botlh?b!;cn#hzzf th'fht?vg'm t!or,.a: considerable distance above and below, under
ter. Mr. Johnston continues his observations for latitude at night.
wahh.ncn 30.—During the day Colonel Keamey engaged in determining
the magnetic-dip; the men employed yesterday and to-day in constructing
boats to be ready to cut away timber or other obstructions upon places okveri'
flown in the line of the meridian, as soon as sufficient land on the bank o
the river becomes uncovered to place the transit. e
Marcs 31.—The weather fine—employed as yesterday. e ri
tinues to rise, and the whole intervening country between the emlgenc:l: %c-
ied b thg’ohemulery and the river, the former immediately based | tﬂ
:l‘:g low lands, a distance of nearly two miles west, covered with water, wi
ption w intermediate ridge. ) :
the;:::i 1 ——f:i‘eztzmt Allen, who had, a e(flew dny? pni;n::mf anpat}ggkt 1‘1’5
nbag' ft, in an enfeebled state, for Fort Jesup,
hm:poee ofel:l’iﬂlillc:ll“: ¥ lleﬂr,. J. H. Young, clerk,’res:gned and left, devol-
g{l upon the United States commissioner, most u:r%xpectedly, the addition-
iti i The ) engaged as yesterday. B
5 A:‘;:. %f:;ls oa%e tivengl auained its greatest height, rendering it
impracticable, at its present stage, to effect our object, even with boats. =
ApriL 4 —It was determin , under existing circumstances, to exLenh' he
eridian north from the observatory, a sufficient distance through the lcig f
i.:nds to admit clear of the overflow a vertical line west, parallel wug,alaneado
the same length of, that from the observatory to the river, which had alre y
been determined b’y carefully repeated measurenientsdbefore tl;efmung]aeug;é
y - Yo : g . b foati
and from the intersection of this vertical with a line due no ik
i . estern bank of the river, to determine
dmd% . mhmlautudem, o the:; the boundary north; and after, when
the wue’n subsided, to extend and mark it south to the western bank of
the river. 'This ﬂn, though not as accurate pethrl:a;:hl ;s o:;oulle(}l hz;e
] i ces, was yet ft, un-
ess t:d?.d nu,?efﬁka&ftvmadcmmm, 'the of the water, which or-
dinarily does not occur before June. The reconnaissance hl:lhmﬂc:{
us that the extension of the meridian would admit of such an o
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Accordingly, from the 5th to the 14th of April, this duty being assigned to
Lieutenants Johnston and Sitgreaves, the meridian was extended and traced
north one mile and nine hundred feet. At this point, an offset was made
west for the purpose of establishing a position in the meridian of the point at
Wwhich the 32d degree of north latitude strikes the western bank of the Sabine
river.  The extremity of the offset falling in low and uncommanding ground,
cut up by the windings of Garrison creek, rendered it unsuitable for a meri.
dian observatory. A compass line was accordingly run north to the first ele.
vated ground upon which to place the transit. On this day the encampment
Was removed, and pitched at the position select

ed, : ed for the second observatory
for the meridian, distant from the river two mil

es and 1,998 feet north.
ApriL 15.—An opinion being entertained that

_ : . _ ! some error had been com-
mitted either in the extension of the meridian north from the first observatory
or in laying off, tracing, and measuring, the offset west, Lieutenant Sitgreaves
was despatched to re-examine the same, with a view to the correction of the
error if ascertained to exist. By the report of Lieutenant Sitgreaves, it was
deemed advisable, under existing circumstances, to open, if practicable, a di-
Tect communication with the point at which the 32d degree intersects the
western bank of the Sabine. This was achieved after much labor, difficulty,
and exposure, on the afternoon of the 20th of April. J. R. Conway, United
States surveyor, and Lieutenant Blake, proceeded to the point of intersection,
and connected it with the line which had been traced and completed on the
day previous. From this it was ascertained that the position of the second
observatory was forty -four feet and three tenths east of (he point of intersec-
tion of the 32d degree of north latitude with the western bank of Sabine river.

Aprir 22 and 23.—The meridian of the transit north, already upward of

three miles in extent, was prolonged, cleared out, and much enlarged, by cut-
ung away additional timber, so as to offset with every accuracy the position
of each mound on the true meridian boundary.  On the evening of the 23d
the distance of forty-four feet and three tenths was accurately measured west
from the meridianon which the transit was placed, and a granite block ten
feet long and nine inches square there set up, five feet in the ground. On
the south side of this block is engraved ‘“meridian boundary, established A.
D. 1841;” on the east side « U. S. ;7 on the west side “R. T,

* At the southwest corner of the granite, at the depth of four feet below the surface of the
earth, is buried a bottle closed with a ground stopper and sealed, containing, written on parch-
ment, the following inscription, viz :

* To mark the meridian boundary between the United States of America and the republic of
Texas, this stone is erected on this the 22d day of April, 1841—two miles and 19,985 feet distant,
north of the 32d degree of north latitude, where it intersects the western bank of the river Sa.
bine, under the provisions of a convention between the two countries concluded 25th April, 1838,

“J. H. OVERTON,
U S. Commissioner.
). R. CONWAY,
“ U. S. Surpeyor.
“GEORGE W SMYTH,
* Texas Commissioner.
“A. B. GRAY,
¢ Texas Surveyor,
«“H. P. BEE, 3
“ Clerk to Texas Commissioner.
“JAMES KEARNEY,
“ Lt. Col. Top. Engineers.
“J. EDMUND BLAKE,
““ 1st Lt. Top. Engineers
“L. SITGREAVES,
““1st Lt. Top. Engineers.”

i
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ArriL 24.—T eral parties in the field being ready, and the previous
work of t;’:. - .;vcomm and verified, so as to justify, in the opinion
of | om the continuance of the boundary, on the meridian in
ch the ite column had been planted, Lieutenant Sitgreaves was

d me north to the southern shore of Lake Caddo. ;
: ﬂ&-ﬂ-—’fbﬁ boundary line was established and measured four miles
from the point of beginning. The meridian of the transit being still
) ‘in"eﬁinequ'mce of the timber and other obstructions having already
been removed in its line, the mounds were carefully located, the correspond-
ing distance of the granite column, forty-four feet and three tenths west from
? m-mﬂﬂut at the termiination of each mile.* The instrument used
i ing the line_is a small transit theadolite, made by E. Draper, of Phila-
the cope of which revolves entirel arou‘r;ld ll[‘l its W)':ls ll'r[ln g ve;;

dtﬂ mn ane, an  on two pillars ndicular to the horizontal limb.

has uhﬁwgl’c?:;or measu?::llg altli’ft:?i:s, and which can be detached ({mm
the instrument at pleasure, which was the case in running the boun az.
The diameter of the horizontal limb is about eight inches, graduated to fif-

-

'ﬁeapgny-hﬁ"iheir encampment at the second observatory,

pit ‘thei istan the line on the south side of

and pitched - their tents a short distance west of th b side of
small creek, having : ferred the line from the transit meri

;n gt v tr:: offset of forty-four feet three tenths.

“Fhe

country timbered with black oak, hickory,

%mwﬁbﬂn‘:d

he section comer east was found to be 1,517
‘th :\b;:u:_pd%:;,eline 3,763 feet east of the_range line di-
LApigERA o o1 1o
nt stationary ; day unpromising. Established one mi
' ’uﬁ'yu’mlly ta',irpmnni;‘gg‘ eastwardly. Land, ex-

R a
P - AN Sy 'v
on the . 3
oy Ly S
3 -2 .
. S e
P L

fifih ing, and of medium quality. At the sec-
._%g' ’(:?aw c%gf;ﬂ‘}u 313; %?a(osof Louisiana) north of the first

d »
oceupied by the encampment, inferior; face

" wj.H.OVERTON, =
3 J, H “ U, S. Comumissioner.
“J R, CONWﬁY;- ”

> U. 8. Surveyor.
“GEORGE W. SMYTH

‘R ‘Texas Commissioner.

' A ]: G AY,‘ 3 .
“H. P, : :

n to ‘m‘ s

“JAMES KEARNEY,

} : WLy, Tl [Engineers.

¢ /4 “J EDMUND BLAKE, =

] «L. SITGREAVE
: “ Lst Lt. Top. Engineers.”
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Aprir, 28.—Sent forward our baggage-wagons, three miles in advance, and
encamped in section 6, township 13, range 16, on the east of the line. De-
termined two miles of the boundary. Located and erected the seventh and
eighth mounds. The country broken, poor, and lightly timbered; the sev-
eral water-courses passed this day, running westwardly, are branches of a
large stream that empties into the Sabine above, called Bayou Sacré Dieu.

29th.—Encampment stationary ; traced two miles of the line, and erected
the ninth and tenth mounds,

: the latter near the centre of Black’s field, through
which the boundary passed.
30th.——Encampmem stationary ; ran this

erected eleventh and twelfth mounds. Crossed a branch of the Sacré Dieu,
20 feet wide, a short distance north of the tenth mound. Thick undergrowth
woods. Measured to section corner east of boundary; found it to be 1,808
feet, and distance to intersection of township line with boundary north of the
tenth mound 2,594 feet.

AY 1.—Advanced encampment six miles
east side of the line, in section 6, township 1

miles of the boundary, and erected thirteenth and fourteenth mounds, cros-
§ing at the distance of 3,330 feet south of the latter, another tributary of the
Sacré Dieu, which we named bayou ¢ Belle Fleur,” from a beautifal white

flower that adomed its banks. Flat country, timbered principally with oak.
May 2.—Encampment st

ationary. Ran this day two miles, erecting fif-
teenth and sixteenth mounds, and crossing 4,380 feet south of the fifteenth
mound, another branch of the “ Sacré Diew.” The country passed through
thi;I day was comparatively open and interspersed with tall pine.
AY 3.

—Encampment stationary, Traced about one and a half miles,
and erected mound seventeen this day. Thick undergrowth.

Mav 4.—Sent forward our encampment about six miles, and encamped
on west side of line, about three fourths of a mile, in township 15, range 17,
section 1. 'The operations this day were extremely slow and laborious, from
the character of the country through which the line passed, running along
the border of Mill creek, crossing it 3,000 f

eet north of the eighteenth mound.
Erected this day the eighteenth and nineteenth mile mounds.

5th.—Encampment stationary. Established this day nearly three miles,
erecting mounds twenty, twenty-one, and twenty-two. The country open

and requiring less cutting, and better calculated for long stations. At section
line 2,762 feet north of t

wentieth mound, measured to the corner west, and
found it to be 3,225 feet,

6th.—Removed our encampment about five and three fourths miles in ad-

vance, on the east of the line, in township 16, range 17, section 7. Pro-
gressed three miles,and erected m

day 2} miles, and located and

, and pitched our tents on the
4, range 16. Established two

ounds twenty-three, twenty-four,and twenty-
five.
7th,—Encampment stationary. Ran this day only one mile, the weather
unpromising.
th and

-—Encampment still stationary.
ons to Shreveport for supplies. Ran one and a half miles, and erected twen-
ty-sixth and twenty-seventh mounds. Open pine and oak woods. On the
, the severe rains this day and the preceding night rendered it impossible
to te.
M—Advanced the encampment four and three fourths miles north, and
pitched it to the east of the line in section 19, township 17, range 16. Traced

On the Sth despatched wag-

]
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2] miles, and erected mounds twenty-eight, twenty-nine, and thirty. The
ground passed over shis day was hilly and broken, with gullies and branches
flowing with water, from the recent heavy rains.

11th.—Encampment stationary. Occupied the whole day in cutting through
a heavily timbered bottom crossing a bayou at 650 feet north of thirty first
mile mound, established this day only one mile, and erected thirty-first mound.

12th.—Sent forward and located the encampment three and one fourth miles
north, in section 6, township 17, range 16, a little east of the li.e. Traced two
miles of the boundary, and erected mounds thirty-two and thirty-three. Thinly
timbered country.

13th.—Remained at the same encampment. Ran this day two miles, and
erected the thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth mounds, crossing  Quapaw bayou”
at 4,000 feet north of the thirty-sixth mile.

14th.—This day having been recommended by the President’s proclama-
tion to be observed by all religious denominations as a day of prayer and
fasting, on account of the afflicting calamity which has so recently and un-
expectedly befallen this nation, by the death of her late President, all oper-
ations were suspended, and the members of the commission, npd officers
associated with them, joined their fellow-citizens of the neighboring village
of Greenwood, in the appropriate servicec for the occasion.

15th.—Encampment advanced three miles, and pitched a quarter of a
mile west of line. Established the thirty-sixth and thirty-seventh miles.
Country heavily timberec, and cut up by ravines and pords.

16th.—Removed the encampment about five and a half miles, and en-
camped a quarter of a mile west of the boundary, in township 18, range 16.
Traced this day the thirty-eighth, thirty-ninth, and fortieth miles, passing
over a high and elevated country, but generally poor and gravelly. At sec-
tion line 2,835 feet north of the thirty-eighth n:ile, measured to half mile
section-stake west, and found it to be 316 feet.

17th.—Encampment stationary. Established forty-first, forty-second, and
forty-third miles, passing over a country much the same as yesterday.

1Sth.—Advanced the encampment about three miles north, to the shore
of Ferry lake, a short distance to the east of the boundary. Established the
forty-fourth and forty-fifth miles. The course of the lake at this point is
northeast and southwest, and appears, at some very distant period, from the
quantity of large dead cypress standing now in water, ranging in depth from
six to fifteen and even twenty feet, to have been once a large cypress swamp,
bordering, at various distances, back on each side, from one to a half mile,
a large bayou called the Cypresses, which runs into the lake, or rather forms
it at its northwestern extremity. The channel of this bayou is still traced
by its greater depth of water, throughout the whole extent of the lake, and
the entire exemption from standing timber within its banks. The numerous
arms or bays on this lake, formed at the mouths of its various tributaries,
and the great quantity of dead timber and stumps, render its navigation ex-
tremely difficult and dangerous. Y :

19th and 20th.—Encampment stationary, the operatives employed in cut-
ting from the 45th mile to the open lake, on the border of which was a thick
undergrowth. At section line, 3,025 feet north of the 45th mound, measured
to half-mile section stake, and found it to be 200 feet west, thereby making
the boundary 2,840 feet east of the line dividing 16th and 17th ranges.

21st.—Despatched Mr. Conway, United States surveyor, In search of a
boat to transport the party and baggage train across the lake.

epr g é,,.(—::_? faed

The men

e i B 2
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employed in cutting through a small island which we ecalled Neutral island
the 46th mile mound falling near the centre, and terminating on a base line
Iil‘-evmusly marked by Colonel Kearney for triangulating across the lake.
I'he angle made at the intersection of the meridian boundary with the base

line was 80° 55' 18”". 'This mound was erected of 30 feet base and 10 feet
perpendicular height. 'The engineers were engaged in taking the angles for
the determination of the distance across, and transferring the boundary to the
opposite shore of the lake, The correctness of the line, which was ascer-
tained by a meridian line established with the- transit, by Colonel Kearney,
reflects great credit upon Lieutenant Sitgreaves, the officer charged with the
instrument used in tracing the boundary.
-~ 2240.—The party sent with Mr. Conway in search of a boat, arrived in
charge of a large ferry-scow, and were engayed in repairing it the remainder
of the day.

23d, 24th, 25th.—Enployed in transporting men, b e, provisions
wagons, &c., across the lake, which wasp;:)ung to be 3 atﬁﬁeag a,ng 867 feet
on the meridian boundary, and pitched the camp about a quarter of a mile
west of the line.

26th.—It was found impossible, from the many arms, projections, and
swamps, to continue the meridian boundary for some distance on the north
side of the lake, without the most appalling difficulties, as shown by the

lans. 'Thereupon, the meridian, as extended across the lake by Colonel

eamey, was taken up and continued to 2,351 feet north of the 52d mile,
when an offset was made back to the meridian boundary, and the line re-
sumed. Mr. Rives’s plantation was run through by the line, throwing the
greater part on the Texas side. Wherever it was practicable, offsets were
made to the meridian boundary, and mounds erected, and the line traced, as
shown by the accompanying plans. At the first section line on the north
side of the lake, the distance to the range line was ascertained to be one mile
and 2,635 feet west of the boundary, making a difference of a mile in the
public surveys on the two sides of the lake.

27th.—Removed the encampment about five miles north, and encamped
a mile east of the line. Established the 53d mound. The greater part of
the men engaged in making a road, and bridging a creek, for transporting
the wagons, &c. i

28th.—Encampment stationary. Established 54th and 55th miles.
‘Country poor; timber, oak interspersed with pine. Measured to half-mile
section stake, east of line, and found it to be 66 feet.

29th.—Advanced the encampment a mile and a half, and pitched it a lit-
tle west of the boundary, on a point of highland bordering the overflow of
¢ Jim’s bayou.” 'T'raced this day the boundary to the overflow. A part of
the men sent around to the lake to bring the boats to this point, to be used
when the depth of water would not admit of operations otherwise. Rafts
were constructed, but did not answer so well, owing to the density of the
cypress, and thick undergrowth.

30th.—Encampment stationary. From the reluctance manifested by the
men to go into the water, it became necessary that the officers should lead
them. e operation this day in wading and cutting, where the depth of
water would admit, through forests of cypress, and almost impervious under-
growth, added to the excessive heat of the weather, were very severe upon

the party, making, after every effort, only the distance of 1,950 feet to tha
bank of Jim’s bayou.

'
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i i i tic labors, reach-

— t still stationary. Continued our agual 1z t

ing3 :l?é hgﬂf:::l]:?ggr cutting through a deep swamp and overflow almos

mr ne‘?:):e—.DesImched our baggage train to cross the bayou bt;)llow,oz:lrt:;l ;of

ject some eligible position on the highlands, near the probable foute of

sﬁecline After a most circuitous day’s journey, encamped a ! g 5
:ieficic)us; water, on an old Indian trail leading from Caddo pra

Coshatta village, and a short distance west of the boundary. Established
: 3

the 58th and 59th miles; country high and rolling ; timber, principally pine,

hjcéc{;)ry,élel:ﬂ ?oﬁmdihe encampment about 4 miles, and pitched it avzcr:v:
ards east of the line. Traced the 60th, 61st, and 62d miles, Pass_;mﬁ;: S

{ounuy comparatively flat, with the exception of the first mile; tim

o Lhedmi}ad the encampment thrée and a half miles. Encamped ;10

thc?d'ea:;Aofv?I?e line. Established 63d and 64th miles, going over a high,

' ' ed with pine.

mltll?kllfg C(ﬁiﬁﬁeﬁlmﬁr en;mpll:lem to the ba‘ﬁk B%ft hBlaccllc (%":qu;ﬁ lz:::l:ﬁir:

distan ce dary. Traced the 65th, , and 67 7

day c(:'eosse?:tgo;:&:r:f l;lt]rea.rrgs that empty into Black Bayou ; the country

covered with thick undergrowth timber. B i e

‘ Ini . .
euft&:JF £gv1;l::ed {?:c:m}?én (;Ilsnthi,1 #9th, and 70th miles, crossing Black

i 39th mile mound. At this point the
o dm%esgzgrl;loér;l;}ihﬁ running near each other, ox;?g;;
bayct,l!: msucl?rltl)lg;ding country for some distance, and making it ;I%.Yd v
m% bzg 1,692 feet north of the 69th mile, being the i 3e3goreiaati_
zmrt‘h lag{l..lde ,by our measurement, a post was plan ,thmar e
ltllfde and two trees, one east of the line with U. 8., and b:ootherk 'i‘hel"é, -
f the line, as shown in the accompanying field-note oy Pnicr -
s rding to our estimate, terminated the west boundary o Umnited v
cocommenoed that of Arkansas. This evening J. H. Ow,_'rton;h s o
commissioner, was taken sick, from exposure in crossing the
g : two miles north, and pitched it a short
distan &h.o—e- m?r&e;lﬁtﬁ:‘encampmmemnt the 71st and 72d mile, passing over
0 ine country. Sent back the wagons after provxswng.f St
anmp:ul moved the camp two miles north, and a quarter ook
of the boundary. Traced 73d and 74th miles, crossing 3 hrgemcmek y
feet north of the 72d mile. Country flat, with thick un ergmitmof S
8th.—Sent ahead the encampment two miles, and pitched it o 1
line. Established this day the 75th and 76th miles, crossing

9th.—Remov iles north, and located it half a
o S ot htsioey, . Bntbliohod e 77th and 78th miles, running

mﬂeakng'u:reekboﬁomfouomdium. On this day Mr. A. i yﬂe

duw;ﬁomhis horse, and escaped narrowly fmnl:&: msmm&er{m

“h, ’MIMB%M,WMWM

'of%he lnth'whmlah'ittwn mo;[od f:;rmsnlln ahead, snd pitched half a mile

of the line, at a fine cooling .
‘.?M—thzd 79th, 80th, and 8lst miles,

v

J—

11th.—The supplies of bread having been left at the Jast
the hands refused to work, and sev.

nothing done this day.
12th and 13th.—

ted States commissioner, with

: Established 82d, 83d, 84th, 85th, and 86th miles,
sing through a low country covered with

growth of young oaks and hickory. The

4 84
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: encampment,
eral taken sick. The consequence was,

: pas-
an almost impenetrable under-
Increasing sickness of the Upi-

.an attack of fever upon three of the officers

(Mr. Conway, Mr. Bee, and Lieutenant Blake), along with the sick hands,

amounting to a dozen or more, rendered the

camp the appearance of an

hospital, and the most unpleasant and disagreeable passed on the line.

On the morning of the 12th, four gentlemen rode into cam

, from Red

Tiver, and informed us of our near approach to the Sulphur fgrk. They

were the first new faces seen in camp for a long time ;

days, and were of signal service
swamp and river, ]

14th. —Encampment moved to the southern bank of the Sul
The men engaged this day in assisting the wagons, &ec., throug

flowed swamp, and across a large

: Ie remained a few
In expediting our passage across the

ghur fork.
: an over-
tributary of the river, over which the

oxen and mules swam with the wagons empty.

15th and 16th.—Encampment stationary. ~ Engaged the rincipal part
of the 15th in constructing rafis to transport theg:gl‘:;)plies, II:Jm.g ; gr::.,

across the river, being a fine, deep,
also in assisting forward two mule

navigable stream, about 237 feet wide ;

teams that had been sent back to Lake

Caddo for provisions on the 6th instant,
16th.—Engaged part of the day in tracing the 87th mile, and the re-

mainder in transporting the

y Provisions, &e., across the river,

17th.—Removed the encampment a 1nile and a half on the north side of
the river, a short distance east of the line, in the highlands. Marked the
88th and 89th miles, crossing the bend of a lar, bayou between the river
and 88th mile mound ; the latter falling on high ground just out of the

‘overflow.

18th.—Sent forward the camp six miles,and encamped quarter of a mile
west of the line. Established the 90th, 91st, and 924 miles, crossing the

first township line of the Arkansas
mile. Measured to section corner

surveys 1,150 feet north of the 90th
on range line dividing 28th and 29th

ranges, and found it to be 1,984 feet west. Country flat, with occasional

‘pine hills,

'19th.—Advanced the encampment three miles north, and pitched on the
bank of Hurricane creek, half a mile west of the line. Traced 93d, 94th,
and 95th miles, passing throngh Mr, Floyd's field. South of the 94th,
mound, and over a country low and much eut up with ayous, creeks, &e.

20th.—Encampment stationary, -Marked and 97th miles, crossing
the remains of an old hurricane, At 5,166 feet north of the 96th mile,
crossed Hurricane creek—twenty feet wide. Country high and rolling for
some distance, the rest much such as passed over yesterday.

21st.—Removed the encampment
west of the boundary. The morni

violence ; continued so thro

mil ing over an open
ship line, 1,020 fost north of the"
<orner wess. 6L ;

ng forebode rain, but passed off with
occasional showers. At 3, P. M., set in to rain, and poured down with

e, and blackjack country. At town-

five miles ahead, and about one mile

t the night. Established 98th and
mile, measured 1,050 feet to section
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E #M—Fm&mpﬂwﬁt stationary. Marked the 100th, 101st, 102d,
of

plan 0
» section
ding 28th and 29th ranges, according to the United States surveys of lands
subject
The intervening country between the 103d mile and the river, except a
small portion immediately bordering the latter, is a low bottom land, sub-

| miles, crossing the Fulton road, or Trammel’s trace, 2,750 feet
the 102d mile. Country open, and handsomely undulating. At

the Fulton road commences Red river bottom. At 1,030 feet north of the

mile, mes 820 feet to section corner west of line.
jth.—Sent forw the encampment four miles, and pitched it half a
of the bour , on the bank of the north Sulphur (a branch of
phur fork, called also Big bayou), and which has its source and
considerable distance along the base of hills that line the

" southern lowlands of Red river. Established this day the boundary to the
©  bank of Red river,

crossing B:gehayou 3,300 feet north of the 103d mile,
stance from the intersection 0530'32& degree of north
western bank of the river Sabine, to Red river, to be 106
1d 2,083 feet ; the terminus being a short distance above the White
hoals, at a su bend of the river, as shown by the accompanying
or map. ‘The distance across to the north shore was 809 fgtn At
line 967 feet north of the 106th mile, measured to range line divi-

to sale in the State of Arkansas, and found it to be 162 feet west.

to overflow from three to eight feet, timbered principally with red oak;
eITYy, cotton wood, &c., &c

The meridian portion of this boundary has been achieved amid difficul-
ties of no ordinary character, arnsing, as well from the nature of the eoun-
try through which it passed, as from the unpropitious season of the year
in which the commission were employed.

The plans or maps of the whole extent of the boundary determined un-
der the convention between the two countries, beginning at the mouth of
the river Sabine, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the sea, In latitude 29° 41’ 27".5
north, and longitude 93° 50/ 14".2 west, thence along
said river to the intersection of the 32d degree of north latitude therewith,
due north to the Red river, are authenticated by the signing of

and thence
ﬂ“l.nmd by the joint commission.

the western bank of

testimony whereof, the undersigned, commissioners and surveyors on

the part of their respective Governments, do sign this journal containing .

inted to run and mark the

their as a joint commission

boundzy between the United States and the republic of Texas, under the
convention between the said States and said republic of Texas, concluded
w, on the 25th of April, 1838, the ratifications of which were

at the said city on the 12th day of October, 1838.
J. H. OVERTON,
United States Commussioner-
J. R. CONWAY,
United States Surveyor
GEO. W. SMYTH,
Tezras CommisSione.
A. B. GRAY, _
Tezas Swrveym
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[To be annezed to document 199.)

MESSAGE ©

e : FROM

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

COMMUNICATING,

In further cc_:mpliance with a resolution of the Senate, copies of correspond.-
ence relative to the demarcation of the boundary line between the United
- States and Tezas.

ArriL 14, 1842,
Referred to the Committee on the Judieiary, and motion to print referred to the Committee on
Printing.
Apriv 20, 1842, ;
Ordered to be printed, and that 500 additional copies be furnished for the use of the Senate.

To the Senate of t}ae United States :

In further compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 2d of
February last, requesting information touching the demarcation of the
boundary line hetween the United States and the republic of Texas, I
transmit a report from the Secretary of State, and the accompanying

.documents.
JOHN TYLER.
WasHiNGTON, April 12, 1842,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, April 12,1842,

The Secretary of State, referring to the report from this Department of
the 17th ultimo, relative to the demarcation of the boundary between the
United States and the republic of Texas, has the honor to lay before the
President an extract from a letter which has since been received from Mr.
Overton, the late commissioner on the part of the United States, and a copy
of the correspondence which accompanied that letter.

All which is respectfully submitted.
! DANL. WEBSTER.
The PrRESIDENT of the United States.
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Mr. Overton to Mr. Webster. the 15th March. In my inslruqlion:' the hope is most earnestly expressed
and entertained that the just claim of half the pass and lake will be yielded
(Extract ] by the Government of the United States and Texas.” But they proceed 1o
state, “if, hqw_ever, you should fail to obtain the concurrence of the United
Orevousas, Lovisiana, March 19, 1842, Stalﬁs commissioner, you will propose the second Proposition, that of starting
. Siz: In consequence of my absence from this place, to which your let- 2, ; %\.vestizrn [bank] of Sabme nver into the bay or lake, and running,”
sy g s was.forwarded, § Sedihior the houor of receiving it - C., &c. In reference to Your assertion that my concurrence in running the
Al Ao '€ a8 you propose, can not but be reasonably anticipated, I haye only to
few S iagionts contain the correspondence referred to in my | rema(;l{, that, until the many arguments which I presented in our late corre-
letter to Mr l-l‘orsyth of the 1st of August, 1840). spon gncle are cor_nrovgrled,.wlnc!u show so concluslvely that the southern ter-
g let Ir. y . # A 5 z " ‘ mination; of Sabine Tver 1s alits entrance into Sabine lake or bay, that
: reason would seem to indicate a different conclusion, A
I will take occasion here to add on that subject, that, in an official lette:
ST ‘ of h*:s tijiicellencyl the President of the United States, while Secretary of State,
to the . Jo - Poins N minis exico, date cust 25
MiLLspaven's BLurr, oAy on. Joel R. Poinsett, then minister to _ML.\uo: dated August 25,
L £ =, ie_unquestionably recognises the termination of Sabine river in Sa-
Sabine River, May 15, 1840. bine bay. 1 will s o ) ; .
_ , . 9 5 Y. L will quote his excellency’s words : “ It js represented to us thet
Sir: The return of Major James D. Graham, of the United States Topo- of the two streams which empty into Sabine bay " . » -
ical E?gers, from Washington, with a reply to my despatch to the + The distance between them although only four miles where they enter into
t of State, with which he was Cha.l‘g‘Edi_enables mtfl to lay before g the bay,” alluding to the Sabine and Neches rivers. 1 conform to the in-
you the definitive action of the Government in reference to the pretensions struction of my Government in presenting my first proposition, and, if it is
set up by you in behdf;'u‘yﬂll' country. declined, as is indicated in your note, T respectful'y present the second, the
1 am instructed to say'that the claim advanced by you to the centre of substance of which is herewith transmitted.
that part of Sabine river ealled the Sabine pass, and Sabine lake, can not I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
be entertained, to notify you of my readiness to enter at once upon the

\ ter ; MEMUCAN HUNT.
actual survey and demarcation of the boundary, begmnmf on the gulf of
Mexico, at the mouth of the Sabine river in the sea, and running thence
along the western bank of said river. . : ‘
- In the event of your declining to co-operate with me in thus carrying | s
into effect the provisions of the convention between the two countries, which
can not reasonably be anticipated, it will become my duty to withdraw, with Substance of my second proposition Jor running and marking the bound-
all those associated with me, from the commission. & ary line, submitted to John H. Overton, Esq., state commissioner, the
1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 3d March.

J. H. OVERTON. The commissioner of Texas proposes that the United States commissioner
commence the line at what he censiders the entrance of Sabine river in the
sea,and that he, the commissioner of Texas, begin at what he believes to be
the mouth of Sabine pass ini the seq, progressing respectfully, conformably to
their different construction of the treaty to the debouch of Sabine river in

Jonx H. Overron, Esq.,
Commissioner, §-.

Meuvcan HuxsT, Esa.

GREEN’s BLuFF, the bay or lake, and thence, along its western bank to the intersection of the
Sabine river, May 15, 1840. 32d degree of latitude; thence, due north to the Red river ; leaving that pzlm.
i i ; ¢ of the line from the entrance of Sabine river in the lake or bay to the south-
B mdlim manced' e ﬁ’ ﬂalll;% :llal:tsyac;:ilnfiim;:g em termination of Sabine pass, for future negotiations between their respect-
mﬂlﬂ - s.bmed ;:k, mbnyoﬁ,::’nmﬁ and notifying me of your ive Governments, there being, it is believed, no difference in tlnlz{ \.-Lilews as to
e e . ; ion of the ' the manner in which the line is to run from the lake or bay to Red river.
readiness to enter at once upon the actual survey and demarcation | _

on the gulf of Mexico, at the mol:a.tf:k of flhe‘dSa!sine
: thence .the western of said river,

g!ﬂ‘b:“”l’l ndmmm in thed‘:'ge‘m of my declining to co-opera.e

with

r‘"w i i GREEN's BLUFF'._,

g you in thus ing into effect the provisions of the convention, “ which : iu,;,i:;er e ik
reasonably be anticipated,” it will become your duty to withdraw, with : Sab, , M 840
~ all those associated with , you, from the commission. ’

el N plitties e

Sz th I received your note in reBIy to mine of this dmr’d? few rggme;;ls
: ] N = 3 ¢ since, through your secretary, Mr. Bee. I have nothing further to add. My
ey “zhz:wed ﬁ"im the it ed“:ftme:n;ulr ::‘e th%;l:o;"’;;:ulons o | previous note contains the ultimatum I was instructed by the President of the
- ﬂﬂ’ m‘lﬂ transm Spenst
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United States to give you in reference to the existing difference between us as
commissioners of our Tespective Governments. It now rests with you to pro-
ceed or not. 1 desire to leave to-morrow in the event of your declining to co-
operate with me in the manner proposed in my previous note of this date,
being the only one which the Government of the United States conceives to
be in conformity with the solemn treaty between the two nations.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. OVERTON.

Mexveax Huxt, Esq., Commissioner, §ec., §c.

Texaxy Bouxpary Lixe Commissiox,
Green’s Bluff, Sabine River, May 16, 1840.

Your note in reply to mine of yesterday was handed to me late last night
by your secretary, Mr. Young, stating that you had nothing further to add,
referring me to your previous note of the same date, as containing your ulti-
matum conformably to the instructions of the President of the United States,
in reference to the existing difference between us as commissioners of our
respective Governments.

1 regret that this difference of opinion is still entertained by the two Gov-
ernments and ourselves. 1 had confidently expected that the Government
of the United States, professing in its intercourse with other powers a deter-
mination to set up and maintain no claim not founded in strict fairness and
justice, would, after a reference of our correspondence on that subject, have
waived its pretensions to the whole of Sabine pass and Sabine lake or
bay, it having been made so manifest (at least to the Government of
Texas) that the southern.termination of Sabine river is at its entrance in Sa-
bine lake or bay. The great desire, however, of my Government to estab-
lish immediately that part of the boundary between Sabine and Red rivers
(the reasons for which I at some length detailed in my letter to you of the Tth
March, and more fully explained verbally), my Government 18 constrained,
as 1 am myself, with very great reluctance, to yield, as the last resort,
rather than prevent the immediate establishment of that part of the boundary
from Sabine to Red river, what is conceived to be its just rights, and to com-
mence and establish the boundary on the west bank of Sabine pass, Sabine
lake or bay, and along the western bank' of Sabine river, &c., to the Red
river. If there should be, however, any unnecessary delay on the part of
the United States, in progressing immediately and steadil with the work
until it is completed, the proposition will not be considered binding on the
Government of Texas, as it is made for the purpose of securing (o the ciu-
zens and Government immediately benefits which could not be otherwise ob-
tained without delay, and which the Government conceives to be paramount
1o the ownership of half the pass and lake, with the consequent protraction
of time necessary in a reference of the subject to a third power, or in other-
wise negotiating its conclusion. I will zealously join you in the greatest
possible txertions o mark and establish the line in the shortest practicable
period, being fully prepared with all the necessary officers and instruments
for that purpose.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

- e
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GRreEx’s BLUFF,
Sabine River, May 16, 1840.

Sir: 1 have received your note of this date, by which I am pleased to
find*your assent to the proposition contained in mine of yesterday for tracing
the boundary line. It will afford me pleasure to co-operate with you imme-
diately in camrying out this arrangement, with which view I shall give the
necessary directions to the gentlemen acting with me on the part of the
United States. I must, however, remark that I do this in conformity with
the treaty, divested of any condition. I can not recognise from any source
the right to dictate conditions upon which I proceed to the discharge of the
duty assigned me by my Government, and to which alone T am responsible.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. OVERTON.

Memvcany Husr, Esq., Commissioner, §c.

GRreEN’s BLuFF,
Sabine River, May 16, 1840.

Sir: T have this moment received your note in reply to mine of to-day’s
date, and hasten to assure you that I did not intend the most remote assump-
tion of power or authority not vested in me by my Government, and I can
assert, without the fear of its being controverted, that there is not a sentence,.
word, or syllable, in my note, to which yours is an answer, which indicates,
in the most remote manner, any disposition on my part to “dictate” to you.
You are in ession of my proposition, and have accepted it, and in our
labors, whicﬂoiswill join you in immediately, 1 shall adhere to it as its plain
and liberal purport indicates. But agreeably to the position you occupy in
vour note, I may infer, I suppose, that an indication on your part asking a
change of my proposition of the question of the boundary will be.admitted
1o be an effort on your part to dictate to me.

Hoping that we may succeed in an early termination of the arduous labors
before us, and that the utmost harmony and concert may in future exist in
the joint commission, o Gt A

1 remain, ve C our obedient servant,
e MEMUCAN HUNT.

Joux H. OverTox, Esq., Commissioner.

MEMUCAN HUNT.
Jomx H. Overtos, Esq., Commissioner, &c.
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