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BRIEF HISTORY OF
CITY OF GALVESTON

EARLY INHABITANTS RECOGNIZED
GALVESTON AS A PORT OF
ENTRY,

%

O RIVAL SETTLEHENTS

Early Shipping Limited nnd Fxcessive
Rates Were Charged—Charges
by Pilots of Port.

BY J. BE. KING,

The city of Galveston waa incorpo-
rated by an act of the congress of the
republic of Texas passed early in 1839
and approved by FPresldent Sam Houston.
An election was held and o set of clty
offlcials, consisting of mayor, recorder,
treasurer and nine aldermen, elected.
This elty council met and elsoted other
city officials and set the machinery of
the city government in mation. . From
April 1%, 1839, the date of the first city
council meeting, to the present the
wheels of the city government have not
stopped. Administration has followed
administration, each sirlving to outdo
ita predecessors in work for the up=
bullding of the clty. Many things have
been accomplished, ordinances adopted,
resolutions passed, Improvements under-
taken and completed, bonds voted and
money spent, It would take volumes to
tell in detail all this work. Thae presant
series of articles Is not Intended to be a
comprehensive story of the Erowth of

the clty of Galveston, but instead a brief
review of the prlnu'lpa.l sleps In- that
At iimes JiellE T
markable and at other times slow, This
saries of articles will tell of this growth
by merely hitting the high places, as it

were, Only those undertak!nrﬂ: and ac-
Bom]ioliahmer:tn of the eclty officials and
patriotic citizens that stand out pre-.

eminently will be discussed.

In & preceding article the first elpc-
tion of clty and county officiala has been
told, together with names of these offi-
oluls. hese were elocted In 1839, at &
time when Galves was & town of not
mora than two or three hundred inhab-
itants, a mere village that was striving
for recognition among the growing
towns of a struggling young raruhlm.
These officials were, for the most part,
men who had cast
their fortunea in the new town and wers
willlng to devote thelr best energles to
bullding a city which the founders hald
a3 thelr ideal.

Early Port of Galveston,

Even in these early days Galveston
was a port, the most Important port,
perhaps, on the gulf coast outside of
New Orleans. It was the port of entry
for the republic of Texas, ‘The men who
had settled In Galveston looked forward
to the time when the city would becoms
L great port, not the great port that
now. ranks second only to New York in
the value of her forelgn business, but a

| port that would accommodate the busi-

ness of the republic of Texas, Ewven the
reatest ldealist in those days n,cw?{
reamed of Galveston as she now s,
those dai; there was a depth of nine
and one-half feet of water on the Inner
bar and a dﬁgth of twelve feet on the
outer bar. These deplhs, however, were
sufficient to accommodate the vessels
thit came into thig port. The great ocean
Hners that now draw thirty feet and
more wers unknown and undreamed of.
The land-locked harbor afforded in what
I now termed Holivar Roads and "Gal-
veston Bay was known as a haven for
vesgels in” time of rough weather, and
It was known that some day & great
harbor must be developed.

Early Pilot Chargen.

Even in those days pllots were not un-
known, and charges for piloting vessels
inte and out of the harbor were assessed
against the vessels, In 1838 is found the
first published schedule of pllots’
charges in the tariff posted by Captain
George 'Blmpson on. Aug. 8. Thesa
charges are as follows: “All vessels
drawing ¢ feet and under, $2.50 per foot;
all veasels drawing 74 feet and under,
$2.57% per foot; all vessels drawing 8
feet and under, §3 per foot: all vessals

rawi kS feet and under, $3.26 per
fﬂn:'t:';ll va":a-ala drawing # feet and un-
der,

£1450 per foot: all vessels drawin
81 feet aﬁd- under. $3.76 per fdot;
vesgels drawing 10 feet and under, $4
per foot; all vessels drawing 103 foet
and under, $4.121c per foot: all vessels
drawing 11 feet and under, $4.25 per
foot; all vessels drawin llii fast and
under, $4.271% per foot; all vessel ﬂ":?'
ing 12 feet and under, §4.50 r foot.
ht:;’l nungru‘l:u'- M;uﬂ;-? rmuhlc vag:fl:;
LLL] an_nct which w ApPPra
E’rasidﬁnt Houston on May EE.. 1838, au=-

I thorlzing the collectors of customs at

the various poris to appoint and contrel
plﬁtn. !Inapagt boats and see that pllots
porformed thelr . duties in:- aecordance
with the law. Each pilot was ‘required
to give bond in the sum of $5,000 for the
falthful performance of his dufl..;-. Ha
wag pequired to keep plenty of small
boats for boarding ¥urpnau, to board all
vessels coming to the harbor and pllot
them promptly and safely to thelr moor-
ings. Among the ?Itutu at the port of
Galveston ar.mr.hda “H.ulu and up to 1850
wera: Hezekia BT, 5
Chubb, Luke A, Falwvel, C. Walters,
Rufus Jameson, Thomas B, King, Chas.
Fowler, L. Hellmers and John Davidson.
There was great rivalry among the plilots
for the bunﬁncm and pilot boats crulsed
somotimes many miles (o sea to meet
incoming vessels and ﬂllut them to their
moorings within the harbor.

Vessels Wrecked in 1837,

In connection with the water front it
ia not out of place to mention at this
time the storm of 1337, which drove the
waters of the gulf over the Island and
wrecked a number of vessels. The Ger-
man brig Elbe, which, as has been men-
tioned in o preceding article, served as
a clty prison for a number of years, was
driven ashore during this storm. Other
vessala that were wrecked at this time
ware! Brige Perseverence, Jane and El-
UHe; schooners Select, Henry, Btar, Lady
of the Lake, Correo and Tom Toby. The
Intter wvessel had been a privateer dur-
ing the Texas revolution. The schooner
Brutus was also damaged, but not
wrecked.,

Even as early as 1834 ateﬁmbuatn wWera
Pl¥ying In Texas waters, although at thar
time Galveston as a town was unknown.
The steamboat Sabine was ong of these
vessels, which was engaged in plying be-
tween New Orleans and Matagorda and
Anahuac. An incident happened in De-
cember, 1834, which shows what Galves-
ton Island was at that time and also
shows to what.extent steamboats and
other vessels were then gnEa.ng in ﬁ]y-
ing in gulf waters. The Sabine left New

SATIS On c. 28, 1834, for the, Texas
coast with a party of colonlsts and their
plunder on heard. The SHabine was
wrecked off Galveaton Island and went
to the bottom. The party of colonists,
with a large part of thelr plunder,
reached the 1sland in safety, The late R.
J, Hleberg, father of M. Kleberg of
Galveston, was one of the party.  Ace-
cording to his statements, afterward

ublighed, the lsland at that time was
ﬂttla more than a wilderness. Thera
were no inhabltants at all. The party
remained on the island for three davs
when the utemeaﬂmun. from New Or-
leans, hove in sight and answering their
sgignal of dlstresa sent a boat ashore
This steamer took several of the party
on board but could not take all. Mr,
Klebarg went along as agent for the
members of the party left on the island,
expecting to charter a vossel and return
for them. He reports that he was un-
able to procure a boat at Matagorda, Va-
ch.ring at a ves-
sel was at San Felipe which u:::nu]gi be
chartered he walked to that place. Here

Thomas

1 be found a steamboat. but as the owner

add - §1,000 t8 cha he 4id nol
“mmu.h a‘ deal 5551;’ AT g R e
show the searcity of Hunals in Galves-
ton Bay waters as early as 1854,

First Texas-Bullt Steamer. I

One of the first steamboats to be
bullt in Texas was the Lafitte, bullt by
Captaln Follett. The Lafitte was bullt
on the Brazos River near Quintana for
MeKinney & Williams, merchants of Gal-
veston, and made her first trip in the
early part of 1841, On her flrst wvislt
to Galveston the citizens presented her
captain. James E. Havlland, with a hand-
some sllver trumpet. This vessel was
engaged in trade between Galveston,
Bablne Pags and Velasco,

Ome of the early steamboats brought
to Galveston to eonter the Galveston-
Houston trade was the Warsaw. Aftor
a faw triale thie vessel was rnu:Ea too
larga to nt\rlﬁta the Buffalo you

lummmé‘l'r n ahe was beached at
o T Beventesnth street and made
inte & hetel. The following advertiges

ment appeared In the Commereia] In-
tal}iﬁmmﬁ under date of Jan. 12, 1839:
na, fl.rgu and commodious
sleamer Warsaw, belng large for the
rotitable navigation of Buf o Bayou,
a8 been permanently laid uF at 1-
Vo§ Island and econverted into a Te-
eaiving ship for Ig\on-d_l and merchandiza
which * 711l be forwarded or kept on
atorage by an agent for that purpose,
‘Her accommodations belng spacious, she

;'aw r’nw w :m};:mm t?mj.* kep
Or a B parties Frange-
ments w'%ﬁ bae made r‘é.

A ?1 Iﬂatlﬂrnﬁon-lfnus{gr river
rivde appeared in the Houston EETRD
and Rﬁiater under date of Apri
4; 1837. 1In Is advertlsement It w
atated that the steamer Leonidas, n
hﬂ? Hanna, would ply regularly befwes
Galveston and Houston, mak ng

once and earrying *
ngerd.  The regu

=

Epintn within a few years after th
n active competiti AT
frelght rates were materfally  reduce

Galveston was reduced to $6.
- TWlection Content of 1840,
In 1340 occurred the election on

adoption of the new clty charter. Thers

wers two partles, each of leh put

ticket in the tield. From June to Augua
of that year both tlckets with mayo
and other officials ware claiming victory
and ft was hard to tell whe was mayoy,

The two men who claimed the off o

were John M. Allen, who was slected th

year before and had served one year g

the first mayor of Galveston, and Joh

{-LI wuhm:u. Tdhﬂ new oity charter part
riumphed an .

Bot ﬂ‘?ul?ﬂr nftlglg.?: fr{mwgiitﬁrn ﬂaal;']’u!.e i

!Fhul.’ﬁca, They served till March, 1841, |

ol s sat of city officia

M

and

: Jahn H.
night, recorder:
treagurer; Josh . Shaw, Lent A
clek, B, A, Eho&rhaerd Heter J. Menard k
B. Nichols, B. W. Tichenor, Michae] Hes
ligaon, John D Groesbeck and John 8
Sydnor, aldermen; George Haswall, -
rotary: der 'Westcott, marshal;
ESeldon, harbor master,

In the city election held in June, 154
John M. Allen was agaln elected mayo
The aldermen chosen at this  eleetlo
werg: Oscar Farish, Lent M. HitcheocH
Htsﬂi:_: Hirkland, James Foulhouze, F
M. nay, A J. Cody, Jacob L. Brigs
8. W, Tichenor and W, B. Nichols, Othe
officers were: John 8, “n“.f BECTELAY
Leander Westeott, marshal; J. M. Bran|
ham, treasurer; Lent M. Hitcheock, ha
bor master,

Rise and Fall of “Sac-n-Rap." 3

The first settlements - on Galvestos

Island after the present clty of Galvesib)

ton had been founded were made chisflis!
by Northern people, many

whom we
from Maine. These people gettled on the
extreme eastern end of the faland, whild]
other settlements grew up farther to the
waostward., The eastern settlements werd
about where the Soaly Hospltal and St

A Inflrmary-now are and the Hig
tlon of flats to the eastward of the semd)

¥ B eastern settlement was called
by the Maine people Saccharappa, from
8 small town of this name near Port.
lil.ngI ne. There grew considerabls
rivalry betwaen these two Eettlements,
the eastern Ibttlﬁma‘nt‘-.hﬂi_nﬂ: Elven the
name locally of “Sac-a-rap,

At first “Sac-a-rap” was the most Im-
portant part of the city of Galveston and
here was projected the first wharf, which
wiks Ewur.mmpletea. The first piling
ever driven into the bottom of Galveston
Bay was driven here. One of the first
hotels to be conducted was also here,
that under the management of John M.
Reed and Arnold Lashley. The firat court
Bat in “Sac-a-rap.”  The first convietion
aﬂd the first legal executlon ever had

the island was had in this part of
the cfity. This was of the ne o, Henry
Forbes, who after trial on charp s of
burglary and prison breaking both CAR-
it hang and

s claimed to  hawve
of the first white

L alen
bean the birthplace
This was the birth ot tioqion Jslend

r e late DImas

H. n:dr_f:r of ﬂuhjﬁ-tpﬁ& who dled only a
¥t ar was born-

June 27, 1831, in oSdo-s-Tap." His fathor

'Jn' 1: n[ma.u urﬁq af

UALIN'S colony,
After serving thmagh the Texas rwnlg-t
tlon he came to Galveston to cast. his
fortunes wi the new clty and Seaport

of the republic,
of McKinney &

ith’ the completion
Willlanrs' whurl?plt the foot of Twenty-
the death knell of

first street in 1840
was_ sounded and that part

of the oty Braaoo
@ ¥ Eradua moved weslward
and the two atttlﬂmagtu combined.

- OLD TELEGRAPH INSTRUMENT

J. J. Ghegan Has Apparatus Made for
Professor 8. F. B, Morse—Set At-
tracts Wide Attention,

MNew Tork.—Ona of the oldest sets of
telegraph Instruments, made for Prao-
fessor Bamuel F. B Morse, the Inventor
has recently come into the possession ol
J. J. Ghegan, president of the J. H. Bun-
nell Company of New York. The sot
conslating of a key, sounder, relay and
battery, was made by C. T. snd. J. N
Chester of New York rfor Profesao
Morse, and thay are attracting wide at
tention among electrical englineers an¢
collectoras of relics,

The battery, which s of the plung:
type, differs. little from the similar con
trivances of today in prinelple, and 4
workmanship, compactness and finlah |
¥ields to none of the most improved type
of battary. Thera are six tiny jars to th
battery, which is extremely small an
{:Dmgl.ct. Into the jars ziné and carbor
cloctrodes are lowered by means of
frame ided by upright imn osts n
the ends of the bat ery rack. heén na
in use the life of the battery is prolonge
m.' jlftltlrdg the electrodes out of the excit

wuid.

n top of the llftan- rack are awitche
which permit the cutting out of ATY num
bher of the six cella. o compact s th
battery that the overall dimensions ar
only #seven finches In length and thre
inches In helght. The base is a zinc plat
and the cell guards and lifting rack ar
of hard rubbor.

The key is of the stralght lever pattar
and the sounder Is almost identical witi
the modern sounder, except that th
armature lever being made In the form o
a right angle instead of being straight
a8 in the n rn Instrument. Thae sto
on the down stroke s hdlm!t located §:
front of the magnets, and the back is
almilar post behind the magnets. Th
magnets are encased in lp:_'r Ished har
rubber shells and-the base is made of th
same material,

e relay, too, much resembles = th
present ﬂn¥' ingtrument, The m o
cores are of the horseshoe shape and ar
movable- within the ecolls,

The instruments are Inclosed In o mo
roceo leather case lined with plush, ans
& plate on the cover Is engraved with:th
words, “Mada for Frofessor Morss by C
T. and J. M. N. Chester.” y

The outfit was used by the inventor i
hia laboratory experiments. d
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